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Sunday, May 24, 2020

Festal Tone: Acts 20:16-18 & 28-38
Gospel: John 17:1-13

Liturgical Greetings
Greeting:
“Glory to Jesus Christ!”
“Sla-va Ee-su-su Khry-stu”
Response:
“Glory Forever”
“Sla-va Na Vee-ki”

Next Sunday:
May 31, 2020
Pentecost Sunday
Festal Tone:
Acts 2:1-11
Gospel:
John 7:37-52 & 8:12

Sunday of the Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council

Liturgical Schedule for Holy Trinity (HT) and St. Anne (SA) Churches
Day:

Date:

Place:

Time:

Intention/Activity:

Offered By:

Responder(s):

SA

8:30am

Divine Liturgy in Private Intentions

P. Machingo

HT

11:00am

Sunday of the Fathers of the
1st Ecumenical Council

Divine Liturgy for the Parishioners of Both Parishes

J. Kicz

Mon May 25

HT

9:00am

Tues May 26

HT

9:00am

Wed May 27

SA

9:00am

Thur May 28

HT

9:00am

May 29

HT

9:00am

Sat May 30

HT

9:00am

SA

8:30am

Holy Pentecost

11:00am

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Sun May 24

Fri

Sun May 31

HT

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

In Private Intention
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God (In Ukrainian)

†Betty Castick (40 Days)
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Rose Borton
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Ed Lewinsky
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Eva Kowal
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

C. Elias

†Mary Fedak

M. Woloszyn

The Smereka Family

J. Bodak/J. Billy

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Glory to Jesus Christ!
My dear Friends,
Happy Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council to you! As most or all of you know by now, we renewed this
past Thursday, May 21 – the feast of the Ascension of Our Lord
– the public celebration of the liturgical services in our parishes in
accordance with the recent authorization from our eparch, Bishop
Bohdan Danylo. It was good to see and welcomed back so many of
you on Thursday at both churches! I am also wholeheartedly welcoming back to our parish churches today those of you, who are
able to come physically to your church, and if you are still not back
yet, I am looking forward to welcoming you back in your parish
church soon!
To make the transition from the lockdown to our public way
of life smoother, Bishop Bohdan issued an addendum to his May
12th directives that we publish in this Sunday’s bulletin. Please read
the letter carefully, as there is very important information regarding
the Sunday and holy days of obligation attendance of Divine Liturgies as well as the reception of the Holy Communion during this
time. Certainly, since the coronavirus pandemic is not over yet, it
will take time to return to a full social life in our parishes (please
keep in mind that all social gatherings as well as the pyrohy, baking
and other parish projects/events as of now still remain canceled), I
am happy that we are slowly returning to praise and worship our
Lord together as two parish communities. I believe that with our

J. Bodak

Roger and Carole Elias

Divine Liturgy for the Deceased (5th All Souls Saturday)

May 24, 2020

N. Zhybak

M. Woloszyn

Divine Liturgy in Private Intentions

P. Nachim

Divine Liturgy for the Parishioners of Both Parishes

K. Kreuzwieser

Lord’s assistance we’ll be able to overcome all of this crisis soon.
Speaking of this transitional and temporary time, I would
like to bring to your attention a very important matter. I realize
that some of you are wearing masks and gloves to church these
days, which is absolutely fine with me. However, I would like to
kindly ask you to respect your fellow parishioners who do not
wear masks and gloves as well. Please keep in mind that wearing
masks and gloves are not mandated either by the State of Ohio or
our eparchy but is more of a motivating nature. If you feel safer
and more comfortable in church wearing masks and gloves, please
feel free to do it. If you do not feel comfortable wearing masks
and gloves in church, please feel free not to wear them as well.
None of you should be judged one way or another. I realize that
we all are tired of these lockdown measures and emotions could
run high at times, but the current pandemic is in no way an excuse
to behave rudely and disrespectfully in church and it is part of my
responsibility as your pastor to ensure that there exists the spirit of
Christ’s love and respect between parishioners at both of our parish communities as it behooves people who bear the name Christians. Please try to always keep this in mind be it during the time
of a pandemic or at any other time and I thank you for putting
your faith in action!
On another note, I would like to congratulate wholeheartedly, on behalf of the parishioners of both of our parishes and myself, a priest whom we’ve gotten to know very well: Father David
Misbrener, who on May 7th of this year celebrated the 25th anniversary of his priestly ordination. As Father David has entered, our
Good Lord willing, the subsequent 25-year-long part of his priest-

hood, let us pray that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the High
Priest, continue to bless Father David in his work in our Lord’s vineyard, through the intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos, Mother
of the Priests, and all the Angels and Saints, for many healthy and
happy years! As we say in our Eastern tradition, axios!!! If you
would like to send a card to Father David, you may do so by mailing it to:
Rev. Father David Misbrener
3732 Old Forge Rd.
Rootstown, OH 44272
Moreover, since tomorrow, May 25th, we are observing
Memorial Day here in America – the day when we commemorate all
men and women who died while at service in the U.S. armed forces
– I would like to invite all of you to send up your prayers to our
Lord for the repose of the souls of these brave servicemen and
women, thanking Him for the gift of these people to our country.
May their memory be eternal and may our Lord continue to bless
this great United States of America!
Just to update you on a few other parish and non-parish matters:
 We are reopening our parish office to public visits Tuesday
through Friday between 9am and 2pm, starting this coming
Tuesday, May 26th.
 Our eparchy recently published its financial statements for the
year 2019. For specific information, please log onto http://
stjosaphateparchy.com/financial-statements/ If you would like
printed copies of the documents, please call our parish office
and we’ll be happy to provide them to you.
 If you can, please continue to pray daily the prayers from the
Prayer Corner (it has been modified) and thank you for your
benevolence!
 Please continue to keep in your prayers Bishop George V.
Murry, S.J. of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Youngstown.
May our risen Lord, Who ascended into Heaven, heal Bishop
George in no time through the intercession of His Most Holy
Mother and all the Angels and Saints!
 If you would like to buy the Knights of Columbus Super Cash
Bonanza 2020 tickets, there are still some available ($5 each).
Please call the parish office or me at my cell phone number.
 Please, be advised that since we recently reopened our churches
to the public again, this edition of the bulletin is the last time
that we are sending the bulletins to those of you, who were on
the temporary mailing list. If for whatever reason you would like
to continue receiving the bulletin in the mail, please call our parish office; in this case, please consider making an appropriate
donation to your parish church to help with the postage expenses. And as usual, our weekly bulletins are available online
at both churches’ websites (www.holytrinityucc.com and
www.stanneucc.com). Thank you!
Before I close, I would like to thank those of you, who
have been sending us your donations. If you still cannot come to

your parish church at this time, please continue to support it by
sending us your weekly donations at the address below and I thank
you very much for your generous patronage of our parishes. Attention parishioners of St. Anne Church: please do not mail your donations to St. Anne Church, but to our parish office in Youngstown,
writing out your checks to St. Anne Church:
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church
526 West Rayen Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44502
Should there be anything else that needs my or Dean’s attention, please let us know at once.
Before I close, I would like to address in a very special way
all of the shut-ins of our two parishes, especially those who are in
the nursing homes. I realize that the current crisis has been heavily
weighing on all of you just as it has been on the rest of us. I realize
that those of you, who are in the nursing homes, have not been allowed to have any visitors, including your family members. It must be
heartbreaking. Yet, please do not think that you were forgotten.
You were not and never will be. We love you, we are thinking of
you, we pray for you, and we are with you. Yet, most importantly
our Lord is with you together with His and our Most Holy Mother
and all the Angels and Saints! This pandemic one day will end and I
am looking forward to the days, when I am able to visit you personally again! May our Lord continue to bless you and keep you!
May our risen Lord continue to bless you and your loved
ones! May He protect each of us from all illnesses, especially the
coronavirus! May He heal all the people in the world, who are infected with it! May He protect all people in the world who are on
the front lines in the fight against it as well as everyone who works in
public places! And may He rest in peace the souls of all people,
who died from the virus and any other disease, giving consolation to
the families, relatives, and friends they left behind! Let us present all
of these petitions to our risen Lord through the intercession of His
and our Most Holy Mother Mary and all the Angels and Saints!
Blessed Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council to all of you and may you and your loved ones have a very
blessed celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension! Blessed Memorial
Day!
Слава Ісусу Христу!
With prayers in the risen Christ & Theotokos,
Our very Best Wishes and Blessings to our dear
Parishioners celebrating their life milestones this week.

Holy Trinity Church

May 24: Jeremy Kreuzwieser May 24: Joel Kreuzwieser
May 24: Michael Sodomora May 27: Thomas Burnich
May 29: Michael Kopczyk, Jr. Jun 1: Kathleen Terlecky
St. Anne Church

May 26: Tammy Lischak
May 29: Sue Frommelt
Na Mnohaya ee Blahaya Leeta

Guidelines for Parishes upon Resumption of Public Services

Reverend Clergy, dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ!

Christ is Risen!
I wish to inform you that as part of the process implemented during COVID-19, allowing for gradual return to work as some restrictions lift, I am anxious to safely restart public celebration of the Divine Services in our parishes throughout the 11 states of St. Josaphat
Eparchy.
In consultation with our clergy, I am granting permission, as of May 21, 2020, solemn feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, for the public celebration of the Divine Services, where it is permissible, with safety guidelines outlined below:
1. The church should be cleaned/sanitized before each service when the public may be present, especially areas that
are commonly touched (railings, doors, backs of pews, etc.). Please keep the churches well ventilated by opening
windows or by turning on air-conditioner.
2. Social distancing of 6 feet must be maintained, people are encouraged to wear face masks and gloves:
A) While seating or standing in the pews — between non-family member
B) While standing in line for Communion and returning to the pew
3. Veneration of icons, etc. should done without touching or kissing them.
4. There should be no social gatherings after the services.
5. Parishioners should be reminded that if they are not feeling well that they should stay at home and reminded that they
are not bound by the Sunday obligation if they are ill.
6. Parishioners should also be instructed that if they wish to receive Communion they ought to open their mouths
wide, do not touch the spoon and do not cough or sneeze upon it. Care should be taken in ensuring the proper sanitization of the spoon. The spoon will be sanitized when needed by wiping it with a cloth soaked in pure alcohol.
7. Collection baskets are to be left in designated places so that parishioners may leave their offerings without passing
around baskets.
8. Sacrament of Penance must be administered in safe space with keeping social distance.
9. Celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals are allowed if all precautions listed above are observed.
Please consider other precautionary measures! As always, use common sense and pastoral prudence to prevent the spread of the virus.
For example, if there is not enough space for people to safely attend the Liturgy consider celebrating additional Liturgies that day.
Addendum

10. As we are resuming public celebration of the Divine Services, where it is permissible, you are reminded that because of the
ongoing public health crisis you are not bound by the Sunday and Holy Days of Obligation to attend the services.
11. Dispensation from Sunday Liturgies remains valid until further notice.
12. If you are not yet ready to receive the Holy Communion, you should receive a spiritual communion instead.
Together, we continue to pray for all who are suffering from Covid-19, for all health care workers and first responders, for all the
deceased and their families, and for easing of anxiety and tension caused by this pandemic.

Edited for content.– DAC

Prayer Requests

Holy Trinity Church
Ann Blazina, John Fecych, Ann Karnofel, Dan Malarcik,
Yvonne Mudryk, James Pirko, George Popovich, Marie Schuller,
and the health of all of our parishioners
St. Anne Church
Joyce Budinsky, Roger Elias, Elizabeth George, Carol Kaszowski,
Karen Kihm, Anne Krill, Fr. Ignatius, Louis Mancini, Sylvia Ostapiak,
Margaret Rodomsky, Josie Timlin, Frank Yukon, Helen Yurchison,
and the health of all of our parishioners
Clergy
Bishop Josyf Milyan, Bishop George Murry,
Father Steven Paliwoda, and Fr. Sebastian Dmytrukh
Non-Parishioner
Kennedy Eatinger, Dawn Howard, Yaroslava M., Myroslava,
Yaroslav, Halyna, Yaroslava Y., Petro, Nadiya, Mylan, Yaremiya,
Zoryana, Mariya, Connor, Claire, Mark, Christine, and Roksolyana
Request on Behalf of Our Shut-Ins

In response to the difficult conditions placed on visitation at our shut-in parishioners’ homes and nursing facilities,
we encourage you to reach out and give words of encouragement.
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church

Anne Adamosky

9625 Market St.

North Lima, OH

44452

Ann Blazina

215 East Main St.

Girard, OH

44420

Katherine Borovitcky

2721 San Pedro

Youngstown, OH

44511

Ann Karnofel

1528 Greenwood Ave.

Girard, OH

44420

Klaudia Lenyk

13924 Cartwright Pkwy

Strongsville, OH

44136

Dan Malarcik

71 Melbourne Ave.

Youngstown, OH

44512

Yvonne Mudryk

48 Centennial Dr.

Poland, OH

44514

Charlotte Nachim

650 Esme Drive

Girard, OH

44420

Pauline Onyzczak

2250 Shenango Valley Freeway

Hermitage, PA

16148

Josephine Ostinoski

357 Eastern Avenue

Campbell, OH

44405

Delores Shuluga

4160 Bob-O-Link Dr.

Youngstown, OH

44511

Ann Tokarsky

6699 Ironwood Blvd.

Canfield, OH

44406

Irene Zapotocky

10267 Northfield Rd.

Northfield, OH

44067

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church

Elizabeth George

7108 Indian Trail

Poland, OH

44514

Anne Krill

2675 N Lipkey Rd.

North Jackson, OH

44451

Sylvia Ostapiak

1375 Windel Way

Youngstown, OH

44512

Mychalina Ploskodniak

4529 Alderwood Dr.

Canfield, OH

44406

Peter Rapovy

2534 Schenley Ave.

Youngstown, OH

44511

Frank Yukon

363 S Hazelwood Ave.

Youngstown, OH

44509

Helen Yurchison

2675 N Lipkey Rd.

North Jackson, OH

44451

Prayer Corner

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord Jesus, we adore You, we praise You, we worship You, and we love You! We thank You for Your gift of life to us! We thank You for
the overabundance of blessings that You bestow on us every day! We thank You for the gift of salvation that we received from You through
Your death and glorious resurrection. Before you ascended into Heaven – the salvific event that we joyfully celebrate these days – You assured Your disciples and through them Your entire Church that You are with us to the end of times. We humbly ask You to help us to love
You wholeheartedly and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We ask You to continue to bless us and to help us to be Your authentic adopted children. We ask You to have mercy on us, to cleanse us of our sins, and to fill our hearts with Your life-giving grace. In Your
immense kindness, please heed these petitions that we present to You:
--for the end of all abortions in the world, for all the aborted babies, for the healing of those who committed or assisted with abortions, for the conversion of all who are planning to commit abortions as well as for all the unborn babies in the world and their parents, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the end of the child slavery, child abuse, domestic abuse, and human trafficking in the world, for all the victims both living and
deceased as well as for the conversion of all who perpetrate these grave and heinous sins, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have
mercy!
--for the conversion to the true faith of all people in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the conversion of all people in the world who wish and contemplate evil onto others, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have
mercy!
--for the consolation of all persecuted Christians in the world, especially the ones in Asia, Middle East, and Africa and for the conversion of hearts and minds of those, who persecute them, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the end of all wars, conflicts, and violence in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the end of the current conflict in Ukraine, for all who died during it, for the loved ones they left behind as well as for the
enlightenment and conversion of the hearts and minds of Ukraine’s aggressors, so that a sincere and truthful dialogue may lead to an
authentic and lasting peace and reconciliation, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for all the refugees, poor, hungry, orphans, half-orphans, and homeless throughout the world, especially children, we pray to You,
O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for all prisoners in the world, especially the ones on death row, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the liberation of all people in the world who are addicted to drugs, alcohol, smoking, and pornography, we pray to You, O
Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the conversion of all people in the world, who have difficulty telling the truth and acting truthfully, we pray to You, O Lord!
Lord, have mercy!
--for all people in the world, who are hopeless as well as those, who contemplate suicide, that their hearts may be filled with hope,
we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for all widows and widowers in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the healing of all sick people in the world, especially for the ones infected with the coronavirus, for the protection against it, for
all people who are on the front lines in the fight against it, for all people who are working in public places, for the repose of the
souls of all, who died from the virus as well as for the loved ones they left behind, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for all unemployed people in the world and their families that they may find work soon, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have
mercy!
--for all faithful of the Catholic Church, especially all members of St. Josaphat Eparchy, as well as for all our families, relatives,
friends, and acquaintances, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
--for the deliverance of all souls from the Purgatory, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
Lord Jesus, we humbly ask You to grant all of these petitions in accordance with Your most holy will through the intercession of Your and
our Most Holy Mother and all the Angels and Saints and may You be praised together with Your Father and Holy Spirit forever and ever!
Amen.

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Composed by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak

Third Day: Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Gospel of John 17:1-11
GOD IS WITH US - WE BELONG TO GOD

Word of God. When Jesus had spoken these words,

he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal
life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent..." "I am praying for them. I am not praying
for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified
in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your
name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as
we are one."

Meditation. A human being today feels the need to

belong to a community that holds the same values regarding family, culture, nation, language, profession,
vocation. And in spite of all the technological possibilities for social communication, we all still seek authentic personal contact with
another person. The most precious moment in life is when one
person says to another: "I am yours" or "you are mine." In that moment, a person knows that he or she "belongs" to someone and is
part of a special relationship.

When we think about God, we come to understand that special
relationship that exists between the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit because such a relationship has parallels in our human experience. In God, everything is common — will, reason,
life: "everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is
mine" (Jn 17:10). A person who does not know God thinks
that God lives His own separate life, and that there is no rea
son for Him to interfere in my life nor for me to interfere in His.
But the kontakion for the feast of the Ascension helps us understand that we are invited to share in God's life: "in no way distant, but remaining inseparable, You cried to those who love
You: I am with You and there is none against you." In a special
way, God is present to us in the Most Holy Eucharist: "Take,
eat: this is my body... Drink of it all of you, this is my blood of
the New Covenant..." (Mt 26:26-28). Christ today says to
us: "I am yours and you are mine," and a person responds: "I am
Yours and You are mine."

Quotation-witness. "Christ said: do this in memory of me, in my

memory. Poets leave behind their works in remembrance, sculptors and artists leave their statues or paintings in order that they
might be remembered. But the greatest living remembrance has
been left for us by Jesus Christ: He gave us His Body, His
Blood, so that we might remember — 'do this...' — that this
Body and spilled Blood is passed on for the forgiveness of
sins." (Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, June 13,1974)

Prayer. Lord, I am here. Lord, I am Yours! (Let us
repeat this prayer throughout the day.)

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. Let us speak to

Jesus after Holy Communion using our own words and
thank Him for His presence in our life. At home, after
Divine Liturgy, let us recite together one of the Prayers of
Thanksgiving printed in our prayer book. Let us make this a family practice.
2. Parish. Upon receiving the Holy Eucharist, let us think about
our parish community and remind ourselves that at that very
moment we are bound together with one another in the deepest
spiritual unity.
3. Beyond the parish. When we exit the church, especially on
Sunday, the Day of our Lord, let us make every effort so that
before unbelievers our Christian demeanor be our sermon about
a God, who wishes to embrace all humanity unto Himself.
Fourth Day: Monday (Gospel of John 14:27 – 15:7)
BRANCHES THAT BEAR FRUIT

Word of God. "I am the true vine, and my Father is the

vine-dresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because
of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit."
Meditation. In Christ's Church one of her important
branches is an eparchy. It has its territory and a bishop
who is responsible before God for the flock entrusted to
him. He sees to it that his faithful are provided with proper spiritual
care in the person of a pastor-priest. A pastor is not merely a
leader, but he is foremost a teacher, a priest, and a spiritual father.
He is called to be an example of love for our neighbor, to provide
leadership for the community, and oversee the life of the parish.
When speaking of the mission of the parish, the faithful laity need
to be as involved as the ministering priests. Clergy and laity together should first of all discuss the needs of the parish and the
opportunities to engage in God's work where they live. One
should remember that every parish needs, in addition to the grace
of God, human and material resources. In particular, we should
consider three types of gifts needed in the Church for the fulfillment
of her mission: the gifts of time, talents, and treasure (material
goods). Pastoral and financial counsels play an important role in a
parish. The most important thing is that no one think that they are
not needed, for there is much work in the Lord's vineyard. In the
First Letter of St. Peter we read: "As each has received a gift, use
it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied
grace." (1 Pt 4:10).

Quotation-witness. "The Lord God, that Master... gave one five

talents, another two, a third one, and he told them to trade,
work and multiply, as one day they would be required to give an
account. We know the result, and so this is for us a word of great
encouragement and caution, that our talents, those spiritual abilities, which the Lord God gave to each of us, we double and
even triple, in order that we might later be able to use them and
apply them as fully as possible in our lives, in laboring for ourselves, for our families, for the Church and our people (Patriarch
Josyf Slipyj, October 6,1974)

Prayer. Remember, 0 Lord, those who have brought these

gifts, and those for whom, through whom, and on behalf
of whom they have been brought. Remember, 0 Lord,
those who bear fruit and do good work in Your holy churches,
and who remember the poor. Reward them with Your riches and
heavenly gifts of grace; for earthly things grant them heavenly
ones; for temporal ones, eternal, for corruptible, incorruptible.
(Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great)

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. Let us take interest

to learn how my parish lives during the week and whether
I might dedicate some of my time or talents. In our families let us take note of our children's God-given talents and encourage than to share those talents for the good of others.
2. Parish. Let us express our gratitude to those who offer a variety
of ministries and services in our parish community. Let us resolve
to take an active part in organizational parish meetings, especially
for pastoral planning.
3. Beyond the parish. Let us give a good example of volunteerism
in the Christian community and invite others to share their gifts,
even those who are distant from the Church.
Fifth Day: Tuesday (Gospel of John 16:2-13)
WHERE TO LOOK FOR TRUTH?

Word of God. "They will put you out of the syna-

gogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills
you will think he is offering service to God. And they
will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor
me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour
comes you may remember that I told them to you..."
"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I
go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you. But if I go, I will send him to you..." "When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come."

Meditation. Jesus Christ sent the Spirit-Counselor,

who teaches and educates new generations of Christians. Through the Holy Spirit and throughout one's
entire life, one is able to discover ever more deeply the truths
of the holy faith. These truths are passed on in the Holy Scrip-

tures, which were written through centuries under the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit, and are given to us so that we might know
God, ourselves, and the world. Divine truths are conveyed in
the texts of our liturgical services, in the writings of the Fathers
of the Church, in the decisions of the Ecumenical Councils and
other expressions of the teaching authority of the Church. In the
Catechism of the UGCC, Christ – our Pascha, we find collected that which is most essential for a faithful member of our
Church.
In order to know Divine truths, we require a bright light, and
that light is the Spirit — a flaming fire (see Mt 3:11; Dan
7:9). During the Divine Liturgy, we sing: "we have seen the
true light, we have received the heavenly Spirit, we have found
the true faith..." However, we need to add our effort to this
light: to foster in us an openness to Divine truth, to continually
search for it. Divine truth requires our personal sacrifice and our
readiness to share it with others, remembering that the goal of
our life is always unity with the living Christ, the incarnate
Word of God.

Quotation-witness. "The Word of God should bear visible fruit
in our everyday lives because only those who keep this Word,
that is, obey it, will be called blessed in the Lord (see Lk
11:28). In our parishes, there should not be a single family
which does not own a Bible. I encourage all our faithful to
read the Sacred Scriptures on a daily basis; this is done ideally
through participation in parish bible-study groups or through
prayerful reading at home." (His Beatitude Sviatoslav)

Prayer. May our mouths be filled with Your praise, 0

Lord, that we may sing of Your glory. For You made us
worthy to partake of Your holy divine, immortal and lifegiving Mysteries. Preserve us in Your holiness that we may
meditate all the day upon Your justice. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Missionary tasks . 1. Personal/Family. By ourselves or

together as a family let us once again read His Beatitude
Sviatoslav's Pastoral Letter, "The Vibrant Parish: a Place
to Encounter the Living Christ" (2011) and ask ourselves if
anything has changed in our lives from that time.
2. Parish. Let us make an effort to ensure that our parishioners
have access to a variety of good reading material. Let us take
care that in our parish everyone can find something for his or her
growth in understanding the truths of our faith.
3. Beyond the parish. Let us share His Beatitude's Pastoral Letter on the "Vibrant Parish" with those who have never heard of
it. If I have read some good book or seen a film with a positive
religious theme, I will share it with others.

Sixth Day: Wednesday (Gospel of John 16:15-23)
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Word of God. "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will

weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. When
a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has
come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born
into the world. So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you
again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy
from you. In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I
say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will
give it to you."

Meditation. Jesus Christ knew that His death on the

cross would generate great pain and worry among His
frightened disciples. He tried to prepare them for this:
"A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little
while, and you will see me" (Jn 16:16). After the Ascension,
the Church finds herself in a similar situation. She again impatiently
awaits Christ's return, but this time she is able to do so with a
sense of confidence and filled with joy, for her sons and daughters,
having received the Holy Spirit and being "of Christ," have direct
access to the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus.
This direct access to the Father places on us certain duties and
should call out in us a sense of personal responsibility for disseminating Christ's Gospel, if not throughout the whole world,
then at least in the place where we live. To be a disciple of
Christ means to be "like Christ," as the Apostle Paul beautifully
expressed: "It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me" (Gal 2:2o). Therefore, we should freely offer all our Godgiven gifts, both natural and supernatural, to the spreading of
the Kingdom of God. To have personal responsibility means not
to be afraid to take the initiative and to ask God the Father to
send us strength, wisdom, and everything else we need for our
work unto God's glory and the development of the Church.
Quotation-witness. "Co-responsibility demands a change in
mindset especially concerning the role of lay people in the
Church. They should not be regarded as 'collaborators' of the
clergy, but, rather, as people who are really 'co-responsible' for
the Church's being and acting. It is therefore important that a
mature and committed laity be consolidated, which can make its
own specific contribution to the ecclesial mission with respect for
the ministries and tasks that each one has in the life of the
Church and always in cordial communion with the bish
ops." (Pope Benedict XVI to Catholic Action, August io,
2012)
Prayer. In the morning, we were filled with Your mercy,
and we rejoiced and were glad in all our days. Let us
be glad in return for the days when You humbled us,
the years when we saw evils. Look upon Your servants and

upon Your work and guide their children. May the radiance of
the Lord our God be upon us, and direct the work of our hands
for us; direct the work of our hands. (Psalm 90(89):14-17)

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. Let us ask our-

selves as a family, what have we done over the past
year to help our parish grow. Let us go to our pastor
and tell him what personal responsibility I am ready to take
upon myself in the life of the parish.
2. Parish. Let us think about how volunteers are organized in
our parish and what we might do better, so that our parishioners
recognize their personal responsibility for the life of the parish
community.
3. Beyond the parish. I will tell others what my responsibility is
in the parish and why I go to my parish (what I like the most
about it).
Seventh Day: Thursday (Gospel of John 16:23-33)
COMMUNITY OF PRAYER

Word of God. "Ask, and you will receive, that your joy

may be full. I have said these things to you in figures of
speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to
you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In
that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will
ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God."
Meditation. Let us be gracious to one another, as befits those who are the beloved of the Father. When we
come to the Divine Liturgy let us remember that we belong to a large family. This sense of community-family must be continually fostered. Let us never forget to greet one another when we
gather in church. Some people we may know very well, others only
a little, while some not at all. But we are one community of God's
children! Let us make every effort to come to know the other members of our parish, and also to take interest in what might be their
life challenges, joys and sorrows, so we might know what to ask of
God and for what to thank Him.
The third commandment, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy" (Ex 2o:8), requires us to attend church at least on Sundays
and major feastdays. However, we know that many of our
neighbors, family members, and acquaintances attend church only
on the most important feasts. In order for them to attend more
regularly, they must see themselves as part of a great Christian and
parish family. It is important, therefore, that we show them how
happy we are to see them praying together with us in the community of Christ's beloved disciples. And if someone does not respond to our invitations or words of encouragement, let us not
judge them, but let us pray for them to the Holy Spirit. He is the
one who moves hearts, helps each one of us discover Christ and
leads us to the Father.

Quotation-witness. "The parish is a community of communities. In
a parish, there will be various prayer groups, brotherhoods, and
youth organizations. All of these are called to strengthen unity and
love among the members of the parish community. By supporting
one another through prayer, by sharing God's gifts and working
together in a Christ-like spirit of service, we will be able to bring
to life our synodal program: 'Holiness of a united people of
God.— (His Beatitude Sviatoslav).

Prayer. Remember, 0 Lord, the people here present and

those who are absent for just causes, and have mercy on
them and on us according to the multitude of Your mercy.
Fill their storehouses with every good thing; preserve their marriages in peace and concord; nourish the infants, guide the
young, strengthen the aged; comfort the fainthearted; gather the
scattered; bring back the wayward, and join them to Your holy,
catholic and apostolic Church. (Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the
Great)

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. Let us make an

examination of conscience regarding our personal prayer
and our common prayer as a family. Today-tomorrow I
will pray for the health and salvation of each family member,
neighbor, friend, co-worker.
2. Parish. Let us find some new way to advertise our parish services (billboards, social media, pamphlets...). Let is help parish
prayer groups find additional members.
3. Beyond the parish. If we know someone who does not go
regularly to church, let us invite them to join us. If they decline,
let us ask them if we can pray for any special intention on their
behalf.
Eighth Day: Friday (Gospel of John 17:18-24)
SERVING THOSE IN NEED

Word of God. "As you sent me into the world, so I

have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in
me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so
that the world may believe that you have sent me."

Meditation. The parish is a spiritual home, the house

of our Father, the place where we encounter God,
share joys and sorrows with one another, where those
who are searching for answers to the problems of life can find
support, where help is given to those wounded by the challenges and tragedies of life. A parish is the place where one can
come to know God love and goodness through the open hearts
and good deeds of Christ's disciples.
Who needs our help the most? The homeless, the poor, orphans, widows, people with disabilities, the lonely, families,
where the husband or wife are at war or have lost their life, etc.

They are our neighbors and live in our communities. It will be
difficult for us to understand them if we have never had a similar
experience. We are happy to have family and friends who are
there for is in difficult times. But let's imagine for a moment, that
in a split second the entire world turned away from us. It would
seem that even God had forgotten us. In precisely such tremendously difficult situations the good word and giving gesture of a
true Christian is priceless. If we truly hope to enter the kingdom
of heaven with Christ, then let us take the words of Jesus
Christ to heart: "In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to
me" (Mt 25:40).

Quotation-witness. "You visit people, carry gifts and hope to
spend time with them. Act in such a manner that at the end of
your visit the following question arise in the hearts, eyes and
mouths of those you meet: Why do you love us so? I think that
if you elicit such a reaction, then your trip will have been most
successful." (His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, November 2,
2008)

Prayer. For You, Lord, are the help of the helpless, the

hope of those without hope, the Savior of the stormtossed, the haven of those at sea, the physician of the
sick. Be all things to all people, O You Who know each one
and their request, each household and its needs. Deliver, 0
Lord, this city (this village, this monastery), and every city,
town and village, from famine, plague, earthquake, flood fire,
sword, foreign invasion and civil war. (Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great)

Missionary tasks . 1. Personal/Family. Over the past

year how have I done good to a neighbor in need? As
a family let us resolve to engage in some form of charitable works once a month for the benefit of someone who lives
close and is in need.
2. Parish. Let us frequently inform our parishioners about different social ministry initiatives in our parish. Let us keep the community informed about parish members who are in need
(especially the elderly who live alone). Let us encourage our
parish youth to organize and implement some initiative for the
benefit of the needy on the territory of our parish.
3. Beyond the parish. Let us look if among my neighbors there
isn't some individual or family that is in dire need. Let us try to
help this person, these persons, with a kind word, with some
concrete assistance.
Ninth Day: Saturday Gospel of John 21: 15-25
TEND MY SHEEP

Word of God. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus

said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love
me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." He said

to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said
to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon,
son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to
him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

Meditation. For John the Theologican. Jesus Christ is the

Good Shepherd. He is the One who "lays down his life
for His sheep (Jn 10:11), knows His own and is known
by His own (see 10:14). He calls his sheep and they listen to his
voice (see 10:3). In the Church a pastor is called to do the same:
to know his own and be prepared to give his life for them. Every
believing person will follow the voice of such a pastor, because in
him they will be able to find an image of Christ Himself.
To follow a good shepherd means to support him in his varied
works, morally, in prayer, and yes, financially. A good shepherd
ensures that the members of his flock are growing in their knowledge
of the faith, are gathering together in joy for prayer, are helping
neighbors in need.
But the Church cannot fulfill her mission without some financial foundation. We understand this. Construction, maintenance, electricity,
heating, chalices, books, charitable works, all these things cost something. And if we consider the missionary activity of our Church as a
whole, which is the purpose of Mission Days, it is important that
each and every parish look beyond itself and reflected on how it
might support His Beatitude Sviatoslav and their local Bishops, so
that the Word of God might reach those, who have yet to hear it,
and thus that Christ's flock might grow.

Quotation-witness. "Among the apostles, the one who most needs

salvation and repentance, and maybe consolation, is Peter. In the
last terrible hours of Christ's life, as he stood in trial, Peter denied
Him three times: in response to the servant-woman, to the servants
or guards he swears to not knowing Jesus ... Christ appears to Peter
already on this first day, no doubt speaking to him, encouraging him,
purifying him, raising him up, sanctifying the soul of His disciple as a
potter or sculptor works the clay, just before creating a masterpiece.
(Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, Easter 1939)

Prayer. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He

makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside
still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 22(23))

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. This evening let us

especially pray for our pastor or parish administrator and
all our clergy, thank God for their ministry.
2. Parish. Let us give special attention to those in our Church who
work in missionary territory or are engaged in various chaplaincies.
Pastors, try to follow the work of the Pastoral-missionary department
of the UGCC and inform our faithful about the life of our Church in
those areas where we have no formal ecclesial structure.
3. Beyond the parish. Today-tomorrow let us make a donation to
support the missionary activity of our Church and our eparchy.
Tenth Day: Sunday of Pentecost (Gospel of John 7:37-52; 8:12)
OUR MISSION: TO CARRY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO OTHERS

Word of God. On the last day of the feast, the great day,

Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, `Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.
Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him
were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified... Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

Meditation. What a wonderful image of the Holy Spirit: a

river of living water, which flows forth from those who believe in Christ. Whenever we see a river each one of us
wants to stop and look at how its waters flow. We think about
those downstream and how the waters bring life and joy to them.
The Holy Spirit acts in a similar fashion through us and makes us
God's instruments, so that we might bring life and joy to others. He
gives us various gifts (see Is ii:2-3: wisdom, reason, counsel,
strength, knowledge, devotion and fear of God), while we, in turn,
are called to bring forth His fruit (see Gal 5:22-23: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness, selfcontrol) for the growth of the Church of Christ.
We can say that the Holy Spirit allows us the possibility to know
Christ as the Light of the world, and leads us to a life in Christ. He
makes each one of us a carrier of Divine grace, an apostle of Christ,
a witness to His truth and a luminary of God's goodness. We can,
therefore, conclude that the Lord calls us to an active Christian life.
He invites us to boldly take responsibility upon ourselves and work
to change society for the better, to transfigure our parishes, to better
our lives in the light of the Good News. Jesus overcame the world
(see Jn 16:33) and, having given us His Holy Spirit, He calls us
to holiness and to witnessing His goodness and mercy. Let us not be
afraid to share our gift of faith with others. Let us be assured of
Christ's support, as he has not left us alone. Let us ask for inspiration
from the Holy Spirit, so that we might do God's will in all.
Quotation-witness. "The Holy Spirit teaches us: he is the Interior
Master. He guides us along the right path, through life's challenges.
He teaches us the path, the way. In the early times of the Church,
Christianity was called 'the way' (cf. Acts 9:2), and Jesus himself is

the Way. The Holy Spirit teaches us to follow him, to walk in his
footprints. More than a master of doctrine, the Holy Spirit is a
master of life." (Pope Francis, Pentecost 2014)

Prayer. Blessed are Your, 0 Christ our God who revealed

the fishermen as most wise by sending them the Holy Spirit;
through them You caught the entire world. Loving Master,
glory to You. (Troparion for Pentecost)

Missionary tasks. 1. Personal/Family. As we close these

Mission Days let us look at the list of gifts and fruits of the
Zoom Videoconference with the
Youth of St. Josaphat Eparchy

Holy Spirit. Let us ask ourselves: what gifts do I see in my family,
what fruits have I brought over the past year.
2. Parish. Let us open our eyes to the gifts of the Holy Spirit in our
parish community. In planning our parish life let us focus on the fruits
of the Holy Spirit we would like to bring forth.
3. Beyond the parish. Let us teach ourselves to see our personal
behavior and our entire life in the Christian community through the
lens of mission: as an opportunity to bear witness to God's love and
goodness before others.
Holy Trinity Financials for the Week Ending May 17, 2020

Weekly Offering: $ 765.00
Repair/Maint: $ 20.00
Since both the youth Lock-In Retreat in March and the Eparchial Youth Days originally planned for June of this year have been
Bulletin: $ 10.00
50/50:
$ 5.00
canceled due to the current pandemic, the Eparchial Youth CommitDonation: $ 5.00
Deposit: $ 1,010.00
tee is organizing a Zoom videoconference call for our young people
of the Middle and High School age on Sunday, June 7th (Sunday
Ascension: $ 60.00
May 50/50: $ 40.00
of All Saints) at 3 pm. The encounter will be led by our eparch,
Mem Donation: $ 145.00
Bishop Bohdan J. Danylo together with the members of the Eparchial
St. Anne Miscellaneous Financials
Youth Committee (EYC). The whole idea behind this videoconference call is to give our young people an opportunity to open their
Kirk Rd. Rent (May):
$ 800.00
hearts and minds to the Lord, to share with others how they and their
families have been coping with the current crisis, to ask the bishop
Holy Apostle Dumpster (May):
$ 130.00
and the EYC members any questions they might have and, of course,
High School and College Graduates
to pray together. It will likewise be an opportunity to reassure our
As the 2019-2020 school year comes to a close, we ask all high
youth that we did not forget about them, that we are thinking and
school and college graduates to submit their accomplishment/future
praying for them, and that we are open to help them in any way we plan biographies for publication in the weekly bulletin. The deadline
can during these challenging times. The call is also open to all clergyfor submissions is May 28, 2020. Photos are welcome and there
men of St. Josaphat Eparchy. Therefore, if any youth in our eparchy
are no restrictions on submission length. Thank you.
would like to participate in the Zoom call, kindly send an e-mail to
Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak, director of the Eparchial Youth Committee, at
zhybak@hotmail.com and let him know the young person's full name,
age, and the e-mail address that he or she would like to receive the
instructions for the Zoom call at. The deadline to send all the information by is June 1, 2020. Thank you!
Glory to Jesus Christ!

If we want to be healed of the physical coronavirus, I believe we first need to
be healed of the spiritual sinvirus. I don't think there is any other way. Moreover, we know that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the Truth (see John
14:6). Jesus, Who is One with the Father and the Holy Spirit, tells us through
the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John that “the truth will make [us]
free” (John 8:32). Amidst the current alleged coronavirus pandemic that has
been causing a lot of suffering, anguish, fear, chaos, confusion, and doubt to
us worldwide, I would like to invite everyone to pray fervently to our risen
Lord Jesus, asking Him to reveal to us the truth behind the current global
mayhem. Only our Triune Lord, Who is the Truth, can heal the wounded
world! May our Lord continue to bless all of us through the intercession of
the Most Holy Theotokos and all the Angels and Saints! Amen!

