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Sunday, May 17, 2020
Festal Tone: Acts 16:16-34
Gospel: John 9:1-38

Liturgical Greeting

Next Sunday:
May 24, 2020
Sunday of the Fathers Of
the 1st Ecumenical Council
Festal Tone:
Acts 20:16-18 & 28-38
Gospel:
John 17:1-13

Greeting:
“Christ is Risen!”
“Khrystos Voskres”
Response:
“Indeed He is Risen”
“Voyeestinu Voskres”

Sunday of the Man Born Blind

Liturgical Schedule for Holy Trinity (HT) and St. Anne (SA) Churches
Day:

Date:

Place:

Time:

Intention/Activity:

Offered By:

Cantor(s):

Sun May 17

HT

10:00am

Sunday of the Blind Man

Divine Liturgy for the People

N/A

Mon May 18

HT

9:00am

Tues May 19

HT

9:00am

Wed May 20

HT

9:00am

HT

9:00am

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord (Obl)

Choir

SA

6:00pm

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord (Obl)

C. Elias/K. DeNiro

May 22

HT

9:00am

Sat May 23

HT

9:00am

Sun May 24

SA
HT

8:30am

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Moleben to the Mother of God
†David Castick (40 Days)
In Private Intention

11:00am

NA

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Thur May 21

Fri

N/A

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Nick Drahush
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Helen and Michele Esposito

J. Bodak/J. Billy

Moleben to the Mother of God
Sunday of the Fathers of the
1st Ecumenical Council
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Prayer Requests

Holy Trinity Church
Ann Blazina, John Fecych, Ann Karnofel, Dan Malarcik,
Yvonne Mudryk, James Pirko, George Popovich, Marie Schuller,
and the health of all of our parishioners
St. Anne Church
Joyce Budinsky, Roger Elias, Elizabeth George, Carol Kaszowski,
Karen Kihm, Anne Krill, Fr. Ignatius, Louis Mancini, Sylvia Ostapiak,
Margaret Rodomsky, Josie Timlin, Frank Yukon, Helen Yurchison,
and the health of all of our parishioners
Clergy
Bishop Josyf Milyan, Bishop George Murry,
Father Steven Paliwoda, and Fr. Sebastian Dmytrukh
Non-Parishioner
Kennedy Eatinger, Dawn Howard, Yaroslava M., Myroslava,
Yaroslav, Halyna, Yaroslava Y., Petro, Nadiya, Mylan, Yaremiya,
Zoryana, Mariya, Connor, Claire, Mark, Christine, and Roksolyana

Divine Liturgy for the People

P. Machingo
J. Kicz

Holy Trinity and St. Anne
Churches would like to extend
heartfelt birthday wishes to
Bishop Bohdan Danylo,
who turns 49 years old on
May 22nd.
Na Mnohaya ee
Blahaya Leeta

High School and College Graduates

As the 2019-2020 school year comes to a close, we ask all high
school and college graduates to submit their accomplishment/future
Eternal Light
Marie Patterson is sponsoring the week of May 17-23 in loving plan biographies for publication in the weekly bulletin. The deadline
for submissions is May 28, 2020. Photos are welcome and there
memory and in commemoration of the birthday of her father
are no restrictions on submission length. Thank you.
†August Soroka
Holy Trinity

Our very Best Wishes and Blessings to our dear
Parishioners celebrating their life milestones this week.

Holy Trinity Church

May 20: Donald Begezda
St. Anne Church

May 19: Pete Rapovy May 19: Matthew Centafanti
Na Mnohaya ee Blahaya Leeta

May 10, 2020
Christ is risen!
My dear Friends,
I bring you good tidings! The day we have been anticipating for so
long is finally here! Our Eparch, Bishop Bohdan J. Danylo, has
granted a permission, as per his letter of May 12, 2020, that we
are publishing in this Sunday’s bulletin, to restart the public celebration of the liturgical services in our eparchy effective this coming
Thursday, May 21, the feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. This
means that, starting with May 21, the public liturgical life of both
of our parishes returns to normal, taking into consideration the
guidelines specified in Bishop Bohdan’s letter (please read the letter
thoroughly). Certainly, since the coronavirus pandemic is not over
yet, it will take time to return to a full social life in our parishes (all
pyrohy, baking and other parish projects/events as of now still remain canceled), yet this is a start (or restart, I should say) and I am
happy that we are finally returning to praise and worship our Lord
together as two parish communities. I am looking forward to seeing
you soon!
Just to update you on a few other parish and non-parish matters:










If you can, please continue to pray daily the prayers from the
Prayer Corner (it has been modified) and thank you for your
benevolence!
Please continue to keep in your prayers Bishop George V.
Murry, S.J. of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Youngstown.
May our risen Lord heal Bishop George in no time through the
intercession of His Most Holy Mother and all the Angels and
Saints!
If you would like to buy the Knights of Columbus Super Cash
Bonanza 2020 tickets, there are still some available ($5
each). Please call the parish office or me at my cell phone number.
If you are not able to be in church for whatever reason, our
weekly bulletins are, as usual, available online at both churches’
websites (www.holytrinityucc.com and www.stanneucc.com).
Please enjoy my consecutive and I guess final personal reflection
that we are posting in this Sunday’s bulletin. I hope that it will

help you to have Christ’s joy and peace in your hearts during
this wonderful Easter season.
Before I close, I would like to thank those of you, who have been
sending us your donations. If you still cannot come to your parish
church at this time, please continue to support it by sending us your
weekly donations at the address below and I thank you very much
for your generous patronage of our parishes. Attention parishioners
of St. Anne Church: please do not mail your donations to St.
Anne Church, but to our parish office in Youngstown, writing out
your checks to St. Anne Church:
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church
526 West Rayen Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44502
Should there be anything else that needs my or Dean’s attention,
please let us know at once.
May our risen Lord continue to bless you and your loved ones!
May He protect each of us from all illnesses, especially the coronavirus! May He heal all the people in the world, who are infected
with it! May He protect all people in the world who are on the
front lines in the fight against it as well as everyone who works in
public places! And may He rest in peace the souls of all people,
who died from the virus and any other disease, giving consolation
to the families, relatives, and friends they left behind! Let us present
all of these petitions to our risen Lord through the intercession of
His and our Most Holy Mother Mary and all the Angels and
Saints!
Blessed Sunday of the Man Born Blind to all of you! Happy feast
of the Ascension of Our Lord on Thursday to you as well! I am
looking forward to welcoming you back to our parish churches on
Thursday and/or Sunday! May you and your loved ones continue
to have a very blessed celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ’s Resurrection that we are still celebrating till May 20th inclusive!
Христос Воскрес!
With prayers in the risen Christ & Theotokos,

Holy Trinity Financials for the Week Ending May 10, 2020
Candle:

$ 16.00

Good Friday:

$ 10.00

Mem. Donation:

$ 50.00

Weekly Offering:

$ 945.00

Easter:

$ 50.00

Repair/Maint:

$ 20.00

Dues:

$ 55.00

Ascension:

$ 15.00

50/50:

$ 15.00

Diocesan:

$ 5.00

Aid to the H.L.:

$ 10.00

Deposit:

$ 1,221.00

Annunciation:

$ 10.00

Liturgical Intent:

$ 10.00

May 50/50:

Holy Thursday:

$ 10.00

$ 35.00

“I Am the Light of the World”:
Faith in God, Who Gives Us a Perfect Vision
by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak

There was a blind man, who was sitting on the street of a city begging for
money. He had a can and a cardboard sign next to him and the sign read “I am
blind. Please help.” As people passed by, not too many threw something into the
can. Then a woman came by. She saw the sign, picked it up, wrote something on
the back of it, put it where it was, and walked away. The blind beggar’s can all of a
sudden was filling up with the donations fast. At the end of the day, the same
woman passed by the beggar again and noticed how much donations the man received. The blind man, having recognized that it was the same woman who was there
before, addressed her politely: “Excuse me, ma’am. I know you were here earlier
today. What did you write on my cardboard sign?” The woman responded: “I simply wrote: ‘It’s a beautiful day and I can’t see it.’”
When all of us reflect deeply on our lives, we can notice how often we perceive all the graces that the Lord bestows on us every
day as something that rightfully belongs to us. Sometimes (and perhaps even oftentimes) we do take many things for granted in life. Indeed,
the very fact of our earthly existence we probably also take for granted. But is it the right approach to life? Do all the graces that we receive
daily from our Lord really belong to us by some kind of right of ours? Ultimately, the question may even arise: did the Lord have to create
the man?
Our Holy Mother Church answers this question in the very first paragraph of the Catechism, where it is stated: “God, infinitely
perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 1). From this we see that man exists not because God had no other choice but to create him, for perhaps He lacked
something in His existence, but because the infinitely perfect God, out of His immense goodness and absolutely free will, chose to share His
infinitely happy life with man. God decided to give His life to another being so that man could become a participant in the boundless joy of
Life, the fullness of which He Himself is.
Our Lord does not have to do anything, but He can do anything. He does not have to forgive us our sins when we sincerely repent of them, but God does so because He does not want us to carry these spiritual burdens. The Lord does not have to hear our sincere
prayers, but He does so because He wants our daily lives to be filled with the true joy and peace. Christ did not have to restore sight to
the blind man that we read about in the Gospel of St. John during the Divine Liturgy today, Sunday of the Man Born Blind, but He did it
because He wanted the works of God to be revealed in this man (John 9:1-38).
Thus, let us not forget to thank our Lord every day for all the graces that He constantly bestows on us! Let us thank Him for the gift
of life, and in a special way for the gift of our parents, relatives and friends! Let us thank Him for every day of our lives and ask Him for the
grace and help to walk on our life’s path as it behooves His adopted children and we can be sure that our Lord will hear us!
There could be a temptation these days to complain about the current coronavirus pandemic and how difficult are lives are right
now, but is it the right approach to life? I don’t think so. Surely, the current situation is not an easy one for all of us. There is a lot of suffering, uncertainty, fear, and doubt out there and some people have it worse than others. I perfectly understand this. Yet, let’s be honest with
ourselves. This is not the worst-case scenario, and I think we know it. Things could be much worse right now, but they are not. Sitting in the
comfort of our homes, even if it is a prolonged seclusion, is not the same thing as fearing for your and your family’s life when the bombs are
exploding and the bullets are flying around you. Being quarantined for a temporary period of time inside our cozy homes is not the same
thing as not having a home at all. Being isolated from the social life for a few months or so is not the same thing as being imprisoned for being
a Christian or for standing up for the human dignity and freedoms. As you can imagine, the examples could be many here. And so, whenever we are tempted to feel sorry for ourselves because we temporarily do not have the comfort of our lives that we enjoyed before the pandemic hit us, let’s think about the people either in this country or in other parts of the world that have it much worse and perhaps they don’t
complain about it at all. Let’s be grateful to our Lord and thank Him for what we have right now, for this is part of having a perfect spiritual
vision. And if the eyesight of our souls is blurry or totally absent, let us ask the Divine Physician, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Who is
“the light of the world” (John 9:5), to cure our spiritual ailment so that we could see better, so that we could see where we are going, so
that we don’t stumble on our life’s path. Let no complaint or discontent be ever on our lips, but rather let our hearts always be filled with
the joy and gratitude to God that filled the heart of that blind man after Jesus healed Him, for Christ is “the light of the world” (John
9:5)! Amen!
May 17, 2020 Anno Domini

Introduction. Thursday

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD

Prayer. You ascended in glory, 0 Christ our God, giving

joy to Your disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit,
and assuring them through Your blessing that You are
the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world. (Troparion

for Ascension)

Invitation. On this solemn feast of the Ascension of our Lord Je-

sus Christ we call upon all to respond to the invitation of His
Beatitude Sviatoslav and embark together on a pilgrimage towards
Pentecost. For the next ten days, we will reflect together with our
parish community on the daily Gospel readings for Divine Liturgy
from the Gospel of St. John. By following the themes found in
John's Gospel we will be able to respond with greater fervor to
the invitation of the Head of our Church, to proclaim the Good
News of Christ's Gospel to all who seek to hear the Word of
God.

The Gospel of St. John is for many their favorite book of the

New Testament. This Gospel is simple and easily accessible, in
spite of its profound content. We sense that the author was a
close friend of Jesus: throughout his entire life, John remembered and reflected on all that was said and done by our Savior, he prayed for understanding, examined every detail and
sought to help others understand all aspects of Christ's mission.
Thus, it is important that the Gospel of St. John, as one of the
most important books of humankind, be read not only by theologians, but by everyone who seeks to understand God's love for
the human race.
This unique testimony to Jesus, which complements the first
three so-called synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke),
explains for us the fulfillment of God's plan: the Eternal Word,
who abided in the Father, the Son of God became the Son of
Man, and the long-awaited Messiah. In offering Himself to us at
the same time He grants us salvation, eternal life. Being the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, as God, He assumed our human nature. This truth about Jesus is the foundation of every
truth. To believe in Christ is the only way to the Father and to
eternal life.
St. John joyfully proclaims that, in contrast to those temporal
things which fill our lives but pass away, Jesus is the "One who
IS." These same words were used when God first revealed Himself to Moses in the Old Testament (Ex 3:14). This exceptionally important phrase used by Christ, "I AM," is used by St.
John some 150 times, seven of which especially point to the
fullness of life which we receive from Jesus and through Him:
only He IS the True Bread of Life (6:35) which can satisfy
inner hunger; only He IS the True Light (9:5) in the darkness
of this world; only He IS the Door (10:7) which leads to eter-

nal life; and only He IS the Good Pastor (10:11) Who can
guide us because He IS the Way the Truth and the Life (14:6).
Finally, only He is the true Vine (15:1), from which we can receive the fullness and power of Life. And even, when we die,
He IS the Resurrection and the Life. (11:25)
John testifies that even though after His resurrection Jesus is
invisibly present and abides with us, He also sent us a Consoler, Who throughout history guides the Church and directs
her towards all truth (3:5-8, 7:37-39, chapters 14-16).
The Church reads this Gospel of John in the period between
Pascha and Pentecost in order that we, reflecting on the unique
signs of Jesus' presence in history, might grow in love of and trust
in Him, and that we might have Life in His Name (see Jn
20:30-31). We can say that it is John the evangelist who
guides us to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the name of our
Risen Lord.
First Day: Friday
Gospel of John 14:1-11

A DIVINE LOVE THAT BRINGS JOY

Word of God. Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not

know where you are going. How can we know the
way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him." Philip said to
him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." Jesus
said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father."

Meditation. A human heart always seeks out its

Creator. St. Augustine says: "Our heart is restless
until it finds rest in You, 0 Lord" (Confessions I,
1). On the one hand, God takes the first step: "[Christ Jesus] though He was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made Himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men" (Phil 2:6-7). On the other hand, we are invited to completely trust ourselves to God: "Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in Me. In my Father's house are
many rooms" (Jn 14:1-2).
What is the source of our strength of spirit and our willingness to
take a step towards an encounter with God on the path to the
house of our Father, who has many rooms? The answer is simple:
LOVE. It is out of love for mankind that the Lord created us and
made us the crown of creation.
It is out of love that the Lord became one of us in order to free
us from sin and slavery. From the very beginning God placed into
the depths of the human spirit love, goodness, a sense of beauty
and harmony. Human beings are the happiest when they love

and are loved. Sin deformed our capacity for love. Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, revealed to us that God IS Love and that we,
being His children, are also called to be icons of God love and
goodness.

Quotation-witness. "What is the law of the People of God? It is

that there be no God. Sin at first is hardly noticeable, and
then it becomes a visible burden unto slavery. It paralyzes individuals, destroys families and communities, brings nations into
dispute and makes them enemies. Sin becomes a habit that is very
difficult to uproot and eliminate.

the law of love, love for God and love for neighbor according to
the new commandment that the Lord left to us (cf. Jn 13:34).
It is a love, however, that is not sterile sentimentality or something
vague, but the acknowledgment of God as the one Lord of life
and, at the same time, the acceptance of the other as my true
brother, overcoming division, rivalry, misunderstanding, selfishness;
these two things go together. Oh, how much more of the journey
do we have to make in order to actually live the new law — the
law of the Holy Spirit who acts in us, the law of charity, of
love!" (Pope Francis, June 12, 2013)

When the Holy Spirit fills a human heart, then one's eyes begin
to see things in a new light. A person undergoes deep changes.
God ceases to be an enemy and becomes Light. He is the One
who sacrificed His own Son. That which the Lord wills is now willingly desired by us. Jesus says:

Prayer. When You had fulfilled Your plan for us and

Quotation-witness. "People often forsake the ways of God, and

united things on earth with those in heaven, You ascended
in glory, 0 Christ our God, in no way distant, but remaining inseparable, You cried to those who love You: I am with You
and there is none against you. (Kontakion, Ascension Thursday)

Missionary tasks.

1. Personal/Family. Let us ask ourselves: do I believe that
God loves me personally. Let us pray for those who love
us and those who hate us. Today-tomorrow let us show
our love to our family members through some unexpected gesture
or good deed.
2. Parish. Let us ask ourselves: how do I let my fellow parishioners know that they are my brothers and sisters. Let us go to church
always greeting one another. In particular, let those who live alone
experience our brotherly or sisterly love.
3. Beyond the parish. Today-tomorrow let us discretely give a
compliment to three strangers: at work, while shopping, while
taking a train or bus, or just in our neighborhood.
Second Day: Saturday
Gospel of John 14:10-21

LIBERATION FROM SIN

Word of God. "Whatever you ask in my name, this I

will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If
you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. If you love
me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells
with you and will be in you."

Meditation. Human beings today are deeply con-

cerned how they are viewed by others. However,
Christians follow Christ and do not care what the world
thinks of them. When sin overcomes a person, he or she prefers

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments" (Jn 14:15).
From that moment, a person is no longer a slave but a son or
daughter of God Himself. That is what it means to be born of
the Holy Spirit. This is what the Holy Church offers us, and we
are called to share this joy with others.
go their own ways leading to perdition of soul and body. In order to save souls, and lead them on the way to salvation, Christ
gave us one more gift — a gift above all gifts. Ten days after His
Ascension, He sent us His Holy Spirit. And this Spirit of God
given to us, He lives in us, and leads all who want to submit to
His holy guidance along the divine path of a Christian life. And
you, my beloved, have received this gift, this great, enlightening,
holy gift that in the soul of each individual receives, guides, and
hears our prayer. What an inexhaustible treasure this is, what a
wonderful heavenly gift, what happiness it is to be a Christian!" (Metropolitan Audrey Shepytsky, Pascha 1943)

Prayer. Come, 0 faithful, let us climb the Mount of Ol-

ives with the apostles, let us lift our minds and hearts on
high. Let us behold the Lord as He is taken up. Let us cry
out with joy and thanksgiving. Glory to Your ascension, 0 most
merciful One. (Aposticha, Ascension Thursday)

Missionary tasks.

1. Personal/Family. Let us make an examination of conscience using the catechetical part of our prayer book,
and thank God for the gift of liberation from sins,
granted especially through Confession. In our family let us establish the practice of a daily forgiveness of offenses, so that we
might not go to sleep in anger against one another.
2. Parish. Before celebrating Pentecost, if we have wronged anyone by word or deed, let us resolve to seek their forgiveness and
to forgive anyone who may have wronged me.
3. Beyond the parish. There is no one without sin. Todaytomorrow, whomever we meet in person, whoever catches our
attention in social media, let us seek to look at each person
through the eyes of God, as someone whom the Lord wishes to
save.

Beatitude Sviatoslav congratulated Bishop Vasyl Losten on the occasion of his 90th birthday

Today, Bishop Vasyl Losten, the Emeritus Bishop of the Eparchy of Stamford, is celebrating his 90th birthday.
On this occasion, the Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church greeted him with a Patriarchal Letter.
I would like to personally and on behalf of the Synod of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church sincerely congratulate you on the occasion
of the great anniversary. Celebrating your 90th birthday is a big event for all
of us. Together with you, we bring our prayers to the throne of the Most
High, thanking Him for calling you to the path of sacrificial dedication to the
Church and the our people,” it goes in the greeting.
“Bishop Vasyl became a good father for people in the lands of distant America, a zealous preacher of Christ's truth, a defender of their rights and freedoms. As a devoted follower of Patriarch Josyf, the bishop made a lot in
order to develop the seminary in Stamford, the graduates of which were many
of our respected clergy. He took and continues to take an active part in the
activities of the Synod of Bishops of the UGCC.
All this testifies to you as a man of great faith and deep wisdom. Therefore, we greet you once again and wish you the help of the Holy
Spirit in all your endeavors for the glory of God and for the good of the Church and the people,” said His Beatitude Sviatoslav.
"May the merciful Lord thank you a hundredfold with His grace. May He accept the gift of your service as a pleasant sacrifice on His
throne. May all the time that the Lord will assign to you be blessed and peaceful for you,” the Head of the UGCC wished.

Biographical information
Bishop Vasyl Losten was born on May 11, 1930, in Chesapeake, Maryland. His ordination to priesthood took place on June 10,
1957. Consecrator: Bishop Kostiantyn Bohachevsky, Metropolitan of Philadelphia.
On May 25, 1971, in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Philadelphia (USA), Fr. Vasyl became
a bishop.
Monday, 11 May 2020, 19:41
The UGCC Department for Information
Zoom Videoconference with the
Youth of St. Josaphat Eparchy

Since both the youth Lock-In Retreat in March and the Eparchial Youth Days originally planned for June of this year have been
canceled due to the current pandemic, the Eparchial Youth Committee is organizing a Zoom videoconference call for our young people of
the Middle and High School age on Sunday, June 7th (Sunday of All Saints) at 3 pm. The encounter will be led by our eparch, Bishop
Bohdan J. Danylo together with the members of the Eparchial Youth Committee (EYC). The whole idea behind this videoconference call is
to give our young people an opportunity to open their hearts and minds to the Lord, to share with others how they and their families have
been coping with the current crisis, to ask the bishop and the EYC members any questions they might have and, of course, to pray together.
It will likewise be an opportunity to reassure our youth that we did not forget about them, that we are thinking and praying for them, and
that we are open to help them in any way we can during these challenging times. The call is also open to all clergymen of St. Josaphat Eparchy. Therefore, if any youth in our eparchy would like to participate in the Zoom call, kindly send an e-mail to Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak, director
of the Eparchial Youth Committee, at zhybak@hotmail.com and let him know the young person's full name, age, and the e-mail address that
he or she would like to receive the instructions for the Zoom call at. The deadline to send all the information by is June 1, 2020. Thank
you!

Prayer Corner

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord Jesus, we adore You, we praise You, we worship You, and we love You! We thank You for Your gift of life to us! We thank You
for the overabundance of blessings that You bestow on us every day! We thank You for the gift of salvation that we received from You
through Your death and glorious resurrection that we celebrate during this Easter season! We humbly ask You to help us to love You
wholeheartedly and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We ask You to continue to bless us and to help us to be Your authentic
adopted children. We ask You to have mercy on us, to cleanse us of our sins, and to fill our hearts with Your life-giving grace. In Your
immense kindness, please heed these petitions that we present to You:
for the end of all abortions in the world, for all the aborted babies, for the healing of those who committed or assisted with abortions, for the conversion of all who are planning to commit abortions as well as for all the unborn babies in the world and their
parents, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of the child slavery, child abuse, domestic abuse, and human trafficking in the world, for all the victims both living and
deceased as well as for the conversion of all who perpetrate these grave and heinous sins, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have
mercy!
for the conversion to the true faith of all people in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the conversion of all people in the world who wish and contemplate evil onto others, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have
mercy!
for the consolation of all persecuted Christians in the world, especially the ones in Asia, Middle East, and Africa and for the conversion of hearts and minds of those, who persecute them, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of all wars, conflicts, and violence in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of the current conflict in Ukraine, for all who died during it, for the loved ones they left behind as well as for the enlightenment and conversion of the hearts and minds of Ukraine’s aggressors, so that a sincere and truthful dialogue may lead to an
authentic and lasting peace and reconciliation, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all the refugees, poor, hungry, orphans, half-orphans, and homeless throughout the world, especially children, we pray to You, O
Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all prisoners in the world, especially the ones on death row, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the liberation of all people in the world who are addicted to drugs, alcohol, smoking, and pornography, we pray to You, O
Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the conversion of all people in the world, who have difficulty telling the truth and acting truthfully, we pray to You, O Lord!
Lord, have mercy!
for all people in the world, who are hopeless as well as those, who contemplate suicide, that their hearts may be filled with hope,
we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all widows and widowers in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the healing of all sick people in the world, especially for the ones infected with the coronavirus, for the protection against it, for
all people who are on the front lines in the fight against it, for all people who are working in public places, for the repose of the
souls of all, who died from the virus as well as for the loved ones they left behind, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all unemployed people in the world and their families that they may find work soon, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all faithful of the Catholic Church, especially all members of St. Josaphat Eparchy, as well as for all our families, relatives, friends,
and acquaintances, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the deliverance of all souls from the Purgatory, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
Lord Jesus, we humbly ask You to grant all of these petitions in accordance with Your most holy will through the intercession of Your
and our Most Holy Mother and all the Angels and Saints and may You be praised together with Your Father and Holy Spirit forever
and ever! Amen.
+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Composed by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak

Rebuilding an Abandoned Church (Part 2)

During World War II, a German army officer helped save precious icons from the ruins of an 18th century Catholic church in
Bishche, Ukraine. Seventy years later, a priest from the United States, Fr Stanisław Żak, is helping to restore the building.
By Kostiantyn Chavaga - Lviv

Returning home
Fr Stanisław Żak has worked as a pastor in Poland, England and the United States. Still, he always dreamed of going to Bishche,
but the Soviet government refused to grant him a visa. Only after the independence of Ukraine and the apostolic visit of St John Paul II in
2001, did Fr Stanisław manage to return to the land of his ancestors.
"As I approached Bishche, I saw the ruined tower and the trees growing on the church
roof," he recalls. The church door was barred with old wooden planks, but he managed to get in.
"I knelt down in front of the main altar and heard something strange. I felt something had to
be done to rebuild this church. I took some photos and when I returned to my American parish, I
spoke about my trip to Ukraine and showed people the photos. The Knights of Columbus were
active in the parish, as they are today in Ukraine. One of my Armenian parishioners said, 'Father,
we have to start doing something. He took out his chequebook and made a donation of $300”. Fr
Fr Stanisław Żak celebrates Holy Mass Stanisław opened a bank account and began to collect further donations".
Fr Andrii Reminets is the parish priest in Berezhany. In 2012 he obtained permission to begin restoring the church. On 31 July
2015, the Latin Auxiliary of Lviv, Bishop Leon Malyi, re-consecrated the church before copies of the original icons. The following year the
new central altar was built and the walls were restored. Then the crypts, where priests and faithful are buried. Last year the four side altars
were also reconstructed".
Today, almost all the inhabitants of Bishche attend the Orthodox Church, but for ecumenical services they also come to the Catholic
Church.
"This was the oldest sanctuary of the Latin Archdiocese of
Lviv”, says Fr Andrii Reminets. “Now, twice a year - on 15 August
and 8 September – the descendants of former parishioners from Poland
come on pilgrimage". A festival of young artists is also held under the
patronage of the Archbishop of Lviv, Mieczysław Mokrzycki.
Fr Stanisław Żak continues to collect donations and visits
Bishche every year.
Prayer in the church awaiting restoration
"Every first Sunday of the month we pray for all the benefactors
who help with the restoration of this church. But we are still waiting for a millionaire", he says with a smile. "If you know one, send him to
the bishop or to me, because there is still much to do, and a lot of funding is needed to complete the renovation of the church”.
18 March 2020, 11:19 (Source: www.vaticannews.va)

Christ is Risen!

If we want to be healed of the physical coronavirus, I believe we first need to
be healed of the spiritual sinvirus. I don't think there is any other way. Moreover, we know that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the Truth (see John
14:6). Jesus, Who is One with the Father and the Holy Spirit, tells us through
the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John that “the truth will make [us]
free” (John 8:32). Amidst the current alleged coronavirus pandemic that has
been causing a lot of suffering, anguish, fear, chaos, confusion, and doubt to
us worldwide, I would like to invite everyone to pray fervently to our risen
Lord Jesus, asking Him to reveal to us the truth behind the current global
mayhem. Only our Triune Lord, Who is the Truth, can heal the wounded
world! May our Lord continue to bless all of us through the intercession of
the Most Holy Theotokos and all the Angels and Saints! Amen!

