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Sunday of the Paralytic Man

Divine Liturgy for the People

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Moleban to the Mother of God
†Helen Lesigonich (40 Days)
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Mary Golec (1 year)

Ron Ples

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Eugene Smereka (40 days)
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

†Irene Perish
Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Bill and Beth Humeniuk

9:00am

Moleben to the Mother of God

1:00pm

Wedding Service of Anthony Gould and Kesi McClinton

10:00am

Sunday of the Samaritan Woman

Followed by the Moleben to the Mother of God

Divine Liturgy for the People
May 3, 2020

Prayer Requests

Holy Trinity Church
Ann Blazina, John Fecych, Ann Karnofel, Dan Malarcik,
Yvonne Mudryk, James Pirko, George Popovich,
Marie Schuller, and the health of all of our parishioners
St. Anne Church
Joyce Budinsky, Roger Elias, Elizabeth George, Carol Kaszowski,
Karen Kihm, Anne Krill, Fr. Ignatius, Louis Mancini, Sylvia Ostapiak,
Margaret Rodomsky, Josie Timlin, Frank Yukon, Helen Yurchison,
and the health of all of our parishioners
Clergy
Bishop Josyf Milyan, Bishop George Murry,
Father Steven Paliwoda, and Fr. Sebastian Dmytrukh
Non-Parishioner
Kennedy Eatinger, Dawn Howard, Yaroslava M., Myroslava,
Yaroslav, Halyna, Yaroslava Y., Petro, Nadiya, Mylan, Yaremiya,
Zoryana, Mariya, Connor, Claire, Mark, Christine, and Roksolyana

Christ is risen!
My dear Friends,

Blessed Sunday of the Paralytic! I hope that my message found everyone
well and sound amidst the current COVID-19 pandemic and that you have
been enjoying the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection. Although things
are slowly opening up in the world, including the United States, which is
the good news, the doors of our two churches nevertheless still remain
closed to the public liturgical celebrations and gatherings until further notice.
This behooves me to renew the assurance of my prayerful closeness to you
and your loved ones during these challenging times. I am trying to continue
to keep the liturgical prayer rhythm of our Church privately and I cannot
wait until I see you all again in our churches, so that we could resume praising and worshipping our Lord together as parish communities. Although we
are currently not seeing each other, this whole reality is a temporary one and
I want to believe that we will return to our public way of life sooner than
later. In the meantime, let us continue to keep our prayer lives active and
follow carefully the directives of the civil authorities, for this is a serious
situation and we cannot give the virus any chance to overpower us. If you
can and have access to them, please continue to use any means of the modern mass media communication, especially the live-streams via Facebook or
Banns of Marriage: II
other social media networks, to participate in various liturgical and prayer
Mr. Anthony James Gould,
celebrations of the Church today and during the entire Easter season. Our
son of James Gould and Deborah Moran;
eparchy has some online liturgy and prayer resources available that you can
resident of Niles, Ohio;
find by logging onto: http://stjosaphateparchy.com/liturgy-and-prayer/
faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Should you not have access to any of these mass media means, please participate in the prayer life of the Church privately through any other means
and
that you might have access to (private prayer in your own words, prayer
Ms. Kesi Renee McClinton,
daughter of Brett McClinton and Traci Moschillo; books, Holy Scripture reading, etc.). Also, please keep in your prayers
and thoughts all people in our parishes, who live alone as well as all shutWedding Date:
resident of Niles, Ohio;
ins.

May 9, 2020

faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.

If you can, please reach out to them and see if they need anything. Sometimes what is needed is simply a cheerful word and I thank
you in advance for doing this. We are in all of this together and we remain as one parish family despite the social distancing that temporarily
separates us!
As I wrote before, if there is anything that I or Dean can do for
you during this time, please call/text either me at my cell phone at 330888-8881 or call our parish office at 330-744-5820 and we’ll be
happy to assist you in any way we can. We are here for you and with
you!
Just to update you on a few other parish and non-parish matters:
 Due to the current circumstances, our churches continue to remain
closed to private prayer at designated times until further notice and I
thank you for your understanding.
 Please continue to pray daily the prayers from the Prayer Corner, if
you can. It has been modified. Thank you!
 Although our ECF classes were cut short this 2019/2020 catechetical year due to the current pandemic, I would like to express my
deep gratefulness to Peggy Machingo from St. Anne Church as well
as to Joel Kreuzwieser from Holy Trinity Church for having taught
ECF classes this year at each parish respectively. May our risen Lord
reward them manifold for their benevolence in this life and in the life
to come!
 I would like to extend a heartfelt congratulations to the two new
members of Holy Trinity Church, Anthony Gould and Kesi McClinton! Antony and Kesi have recently joined the Ukrainian Catholic
Church after a due canonical process and were welcomed to the
Church by our eparch, Bishop Bohdan Danylo (Anthony was a Byzantine Catholic before and Kesi a Roman Catholic). I am very happy
for both of them and wish them our Lord’s choicest blessings,
through the intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos and all the
Angels and Saints, in their lives as Ukrainian Catholics! Next Saturday, May 9th I’ll be blessing their marriage at Holy Trinity Church.
 In the last Sunday’s bulletin, an inaccuracy was published vis-à-vis the
dates for St. Anne Church’s financials. Instead of 3/22/20 and
3/29/20 the dates should be 4/5/20 and 4/19/20 respectively.
Sincere apologies.
 There is one more revision regarding St. Thomas Sunday’s article that
I wrote. The 8th paragraph should read as follows: Certainly, there
was no reason for Apostle Thomas to doubt the news of the resurrection of His Lord and Teacher, for Thomas’ fellow disciples delivered the true news to him. After all, I am sure that Thomas himself
heard Jesus on multiple occasions say that He was going to die and
to rise on the third day and Christ did, as He promised. You see,
God, as opposed to satan, does not lie, but always acts truthfully.
In fact, our Lord is “the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (John
14:6). Therefore, we, Christians, are believers in God, Who is the
Truth!
 Speaking of article revision, I revised my Sunday of the MyrrhBearing Women’s reflection a bit and hence the 3rd paragraph
should read as follows: There is another peculiar detail in Mark’s
account. The holy evangelist writes: “And very early on the first day
of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb” (Mark
16:2). These ointment-bearers did not realize that their Sun had
already been risen, taking the souls from Hades into Heaven. The

three women had no idea that this first day of the week, Sunday,
was the beginning of the new time – the time of redemption and
universal joy, for their Teacher had been raised from the dead, having
overcome death with His death on the cross! The large stone “had
already been rolled back,” for how could the tomb hold the Source
of Life (Mark 16:4) (not that the stone was rolled back, so that
Christ could exit the tomb (cf. Matthew 28:1-10))? The spices
that were intended for the dead Body filled the sepulcher with the
aroma of Life – Life that has neither the beginning nor the end!
Death no longer has dominion over man! It has been defeated once
and for all!
 Our weekly bulletins are, as usual, available online at both churches’
websites (www.holytrinityucc.com and www.stanneucc.com).
 Please enjoy my consecutive personal reflection that we are posting in
this Sunday’s bulletin. I hope that it will help you to have Christ’s
joy and peace in your hearts during this wonderful Easter season.
Before I close, I would like to thank those of you, who have
been sending us your donations. Please continue to support both of our
churches by sending us your weekly donations at the address below and I
thank you very much for your generous patronage of our parishes. Since
the weekly and monthly income at both of our parishes is way down due
to the current situation, I cannot accentuate enough the importance of
sending your donations for our churches on a weekly basis, hence, please
do not wait till the end of the month or until this pandemic is over. Attention parishioners of St. Anne Church: please do not mail your donations to St. Anne Church, but to our parish office in Youngstown, writing
out your checks to St. Anne Church:
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church
526 West Rayen Ave.
Youngstown, OH 44502
Should there be anything else that needs my or Dean’s attention, please let us know at once.
May our risen Lord continue to bless you and your loved ones!
May He protect all of us from all lies and deceit! May He protect all of
us from all illnesses! May He heal all the people in the world, who are
sick! And may He rest in peace the souls of all people, who died from
any disease, giving consolation to the families, relatives, and friends they
left behind! Let us present all of these petitions to our risen Lord through
the intercession of His and our Most Holy Mother Mary and all the
Angels and Saints!
Blessed Sunday of the Paralytic! May you and your loved ones
continue to have a very blessed celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ’s
Resurrection!
Христос Воскрес!
With prayers in the risen Christ & Theotokos,

“See, You Have Been Made Well! Do Not Sin Any More,
So That Nothing Worse Happens to You”:
Returning to “Normal” or to God?
by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak

As the world is slowly lifting up the lockdown measures during the current coronavirus pandemic, which
seems to be weakening, I am sure more and more people are thinking and saying something along the lines of: “I can’t
wait until our life completely returns to normal.” Surely, there is nothing wrong with the desire to leave the temporary
“prisons” of our homes and to resume the life we had before the lockdowns were put in place. After all, we are tired
of this “captivity”: no church, no driving to work (well, maybe this part is not that bad for some, considering the traffic they have to battle when they have to go to work), no visiting family or friends, no restaurant visits, no movie goings, pretty much a complete absence of public life. Well, we are social beings and we naturally want to be around
other people (with a few exceptions, I reckon, here and there). And so, the virus looks to become less and less a
threat and mankind seems to be entering the healing phase: we appear to be getting cured of the “invisible enemy,” of
this scary ailment and are ready to return to health, to normalcy.
Yet, allow me to pose this question to you here: were we really healthy, were things indeed normal in our
life before the coronavirus struck us at the end of last year? Was the state of mankind’s wellbeing good before the coronavirus contaminated pretty much
the entire body of mankind? If we look at this question from the point of view of physical health, the answer is unfortunately no. There were and continue
to be so many physical illnesses in the world that I don’t think there is a human being out there that would not have at least one ailment at this or that
point of his or her life time. A lot of sicknesses in our world: some lighter, some heavier, some terminal: we got them all on our planet. With all the advancements in healthcare that we possess, we are still as sick as ever if not sicker. So, there you have it: the physical state of the world’s wellbeing!
What about mankind’s spiritual state of being? Are our souls healthier than our bodies? I am sure it won’t be a shock to anyone to hear that the
answer is also no. In fact, I personally think that our spiritual state of being is sadly even worse than our physical one. Despite so much good that is being
done every day by people and there is a lot of good that is being done by people in the world, the evidence nevertheless is out there: abortions, euthanasia, murders, rapes, fornication, homosexuality, child abuse and slavery, human trafficking, gender politics, idolatry, lies, manipulations, fraud, stealing,
greed, jealousy, you name it, the list is unfortunately enormous. Our souls are contaminated with sins, especially the grave and mortal ones. We, as humanity, are very sick and are in need of an urgent healing, for we have for a long time been in the midst of the pandemic of sin, yet we appear to be OK
with it. I realize that not everybody is Catholic in the world. I understand that not everybody is Christian. Yet, it does not change much, for so many sins
in the world are committed by Christians and it is even sadder that so many of them are committed by those, who are entrusted with the leadership in the
Church. And this sinful state of mankind is not our Lord’s fault. Our Lord Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead, so that we would not
live in the state of sin but in the state of His life-saving grace. He left us the deposit of faith, having entrusted it to the Church to guard it faithfully, so
that the Holy Spirit could dwell within us, so that we could receive the forgiveness of sins, so that our Lord could heal our souls. Yet, of all the gifts that
our Lord left for us on earth, he left us His most precious gift of all: His Body and Blood hidden in the Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist, so that
by partaking of His Body and Blood worthily we could dwell in Him and He in us! Why are we still spiritually ill then? I’ll tell you why. It is because
we frequently choose not to live in Light but in darkness, that’s why! It is because we oftentimes think that we know how to live our lives better than
God, Whom our life stems from, that’s why! It is because we are repeatedly covering the ears and eyes of our souls to the Truth and the Life, Who is
our Lord, that’s why! Mankind’s sinfulness is not our Lord’s fault! He did everything He could and much more for us and, yet, somehow, it’s not sufficient for us because we know better. Do we really? Why are we behaving like hypocrites? Why are we so full of sinful pride?
Today we are commemorating in our Church the Sunday of the Paralytic. This Sunday reminds us of an important biblical event from Christ’s life
on earth, when our Lord healed a paralytic, the man who was paralyzed for thirty-eight years, close to half a century (cf. John 5:1-15)! The man did
not ask Jesus to heal him. When our Lord asked the paralytic whether he wanted to be healed, the man did not say yes directly but implicitly, responding to Jesus’ question: “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps
down ahead of me” (John 5:7). After hearing this person’s reply, Christ decided to have mercy on the paralytic, saying to him: “Stand up, take your
mat and walk” after which St. John writes: “At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk” (John 5:8-9). We also find
out from this particular pericope that the paralytic initially did not even know that it was Christ, Who cured him, but only found out later that it was Jesus, Who made him well (John 5:10-15).
Although not every sickness of the people that Christ healed was the result of their sinfulness (e.g., cf. John 9:3), in this particular instance
with the healing of the paralytic, however, Jesus clearly implied that this man’s long-term paralysis was the result of his sinfulness when our Lord told him
in the temple shortly after the healing took place: “See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you” (John
5:14). There is no ambiguity whatsoever in these words of Christ. Sickness could be a result of sinfulness. Moreover, there is another implication in this
statement of Jesus. Besides healing the paralytic physically, our Lord also had to heal him spiritually by forgiving all of the sick man’s sins, which is something that St. John did not record in his Gospel, but which was most likely done before Jesus healed the man, for otherwise why would Christ mention
sin at all in this whole situation? Perhaps Christ forgave the paralytic’s sins without asking him whether He wanted his sins forgiven. Maybe. I do not
know. There are other passages in the Gospel books that contain instances of Christ forgiving sins while curing the sick (cf. Matthew 9:2-8 and Mark
2:1-12).
Why is the healing of the paralytic by Christ important to us, especially within the context of the current coronavirus pandemic? Certainly, I

would not dare to say that our good Lord caused it as a punishment to mankind for the multitude of sins, especially the grave and mortal ones, that take
place every single day in the world. However, what I can say with certainty is that our Lord allowed for this whole situation to happen, disregarding of
the origin of the virus. Why did God allow for this to happen? I do not know. Yet, I personally believe that it could very well be a wake-up call from
our Lord to make us stop and think over our lives, to reflect over our actions. But why would we do that? We just want our lives to get back to normal.
That’s all. Why stopping and reflecting? Allow me to respond to this with Christ’s words that He uttered to the paralytic: “so that nothing worse happens” to us, so that one day we don’t think of COVID-19 pandemic as the best pandemic that humanity has ever experienced. Our life is not a joke. It
is absolutely beautiful, yet it is concomitantly meant to be lived in a responsible and orderly way. It was never intended to be lived like murders, liars,
fornicators, manipulators, haters, you name it, but like beings who bear our Lord’s image and likeness. Our Heavenly Father did not give us the gift of
life, so that we could walk in darkness and sin, but He showed us, especially through His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ and by the power of His lifegiving Holy Spirit, how to live our life well, how to walk in the Light, how to truly enjoy our life, having an authentic peace and joy inside. We, as mankind, urgently need to stop and reflect on our actions! Immediately! Without putting it off for tomorrow, for our Lord could decide not to grant us tomorrow and then it could be too late. The time for conversion is right now! Let’s spend a lot of time in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to renew the entire
mankind from within!
I really hope that this virus pandemic will soon come to an end, yet only our Lord knows if it will or not. And if our Lord decides to allow for
the pandemic to stop, having the ability to go to the restaurants or movies again should not be justification for the world to be ignorant of the sin pandemic, for there is so much injustice that has been happening in the world. All of us are sinners. All of us need forgiveness. We need to beg our Lord to
cleanse us of our sins through the Sacrament of Confession! We need to receive our Lord worthily in the Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist! We
simply need to love our Lord with our entire beings and our neighbors as ourselves. Each of us ought to ask ourselves: do I want to be an authentic child
of God that my Heavenly Father adopted through His Son Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit and live in a genuine freedom and joy with a guaranteed
promise of spending eternity with Him in His Kingdom – the place which “no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,” the place
that “God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9)? Or do I want to be a slave of satan, to walk in darkness, and to risk spending
my eternity somewhere where there is perpetual torment with “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:42)? Yes, we can make the world a better
place to live! We can create here on earth God’s civilization of love! We just have to desire to do it! It all begins with our will! And let’s not point at
the specks in our neighbors’ eyes, but first take the logs out of our own (cf. Luke 6:42)! Let’s begin with our own purification! Let’s look deep inside of
our own hearts and ask ourselves: how can I improve myself for the better? And once we do that, we’ll notice that the world around us will be changing.
“We can’t wait until our lives completely return to normal,” we could hear some say and maybe it is even we who are saying this. But I personally do not want my life to return to “normal,” for what was “normal,” which is still unfortunately part of the “present,” before this pandemic began?
Abortions, euthanasia, murders, rapes, fornication, homosexuality, child abuse and slavery, human trafficking, gender politics, idolatry, lies, manipulations,
fraud, stealing, greed, jealousy, you name it. Is this what we want to return to, as long as we can go to the restaurants and movies again? No, I don’t
want to return to this “normal”! I want to keep returning to God – over and over and over again!
Certainly, we need to fight the “invisible enemy” that caused the current global virus pandemic and I do hope that our good Lord allows us to
contain the coronavirus soon and perhaps even suppress it for good, healing the people who got infected with the virus and protecting the rest of us from
it. But there is a deadlier “invisible enemy” in the world – enemy that has been causing the global sin pandemic since the times of our ancestors Adam
and Eve: the satan. We need to resist him even more ardently that we resist the coronavirus, for COVID-19 can at most kill our bodies. Satan, on the
other hand, can kill our souls. And what is worse? Yet, let’s not be afraid, for our Lord Jesus has already crushed the head of the serpent by His death
and glorious resurrection. Christ gave us everything that we need in life to resist the evil spirit and his servants and to live our life in harmony with Him,
our Lord. And the only way that we can end the sin pandemic is by following our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ faithfully every single day with prayer
and love, for “[l]ove is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
ends” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). We can do it. We are not alone because our Lord is always with us, “to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)!
Amen!
May 3, 2020 Anno Domini
Zoom Videoconference with the Youth of St. Josaphat Eparchy

Since both youth Lock-In Retreat in March and the Eparchial Youth Days originally planned for June of this year have been canceled due to the current
pandemic, the Eparchial Youth Committee is organizing a Zoom videoconference call for our young people of the Middle and High School age on Sunday, June 7th (Sunday of All Saints) at 3 pm. The encounter will be led by our eparch, Bishop Bohdan J. Danylo together with the members of the
Eparchial Youth Committee (EYC). The whole idea behind this videoconference call is to give our young people an opportunity to open their hearts and
minds to the Lord, to share with others how they and their families have been coping with the current crisis, to ask the bishop and the EYC members any
questions they might have and, of course, to pray together. It will likewise be an opportunity to reassure our youth that we did not forget about them,
that we are thinking and praying for them, and that we are open to help them in any way we can during these challenging times. The call is also open to
all clergymen of St. Josaphat Eparchy. Therefore, if any youth in our eparchy would like to participate in the Zoom call, kindly send an e-mail to Fr.
Lubomyr Zhybak, director of the Eparchial Youth Committee, at zhybak@hotmail.com and let him know the young person's full name, age, and the email address that he or she would like to receive the instructions for the Zoom call at. The deadline to send all the information by is June 1, 2020.
Thank you!

Prayer Corner

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord Jesus, we adore You, we praise You, we worship You, and we love You! We thank You for Your gift of life to us! We thank You for
the overabundance of blessings that You bestow on us each and every day! We thank You for the gift of salvation that we received from
You through Your death and glorious resurrection that we celebrate during this Easter season! We humbly ask You to help us to love You
wholeheartedly and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We humbly ask You to continue to bless us and to help us to be Your authentic adopted children. We humbly ask You to have mercy on us, to cleanse us of our sins, and to fill our hearts with Your life-giving
grace. In Your immense kindness, please heed these petitions that we humbly present to You:





















for the end of all abortions in the world, for all the aborted babies, for the healing of those who committed or assisted with abortions,
for the conversion of all who are planning to commit abortions as well as for all the unborn babies in the world, we pray to You, O
Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of the child slavery, child abuse, domestic abuse, and human trafficking in the world, for all the victims both living and deceased as well as for the conversion of all who perpetrate these grave and heinous sins, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the conversion to the true faith of all people in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the conversion of all people in the world who wish and contemplate evil onto others, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the consolation of all persecuted Christians in the world, especially the ones in Asia, Middle East, and Africa and for the conversion
of hearts and minds of those, who persecute them, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of all wars, conflicts, and violence in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the end of the current conflict in Ukraine, for all who died during it, for the loved ones they left behind as well as for the enlightenment and conversion of the hearts and minds of Ukraine’s aggressors, so that a sincere and truthful dialogue may lead to an authentic and
lasting peace and reconciliation, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all the refugees, poor, hungry, orphans, half-orphans, and homeless throughout the world, especially children, we pray to You, O
Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all prisoners in the world, especially the ones on death row, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the liberation of all people in the world who are addicted to drugs, alcohol, smoking, and pornography, we pray to You, O Lord!
Lord, have mercy!
for the conversion of all people in the world, who have difficulty telling the truth and acting truthfully, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord,
have mercy!
for all people in the world, who are hopeless as well as those, who contemplate suicide, that their hearts may be filled with hope, we
pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all widows and widowers in the world, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the healing of all sick people in the world, especially for the ones infected with the coronavirus, for the protection against it, for all
people who are on the front lines in the fight against it, for all people who are working in public places, for the repose of the souls of
all, who died from the virus as well as for the loved ones they left behind, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all unemployed people in the world and their families that they may find work soon, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for all faithful of the Catholic Church, especially all members of St. Josaphat eparchy, as well as for all our families, relatives, friends, and
acquaintances, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!
for the deliverance of all souls from the Purgatory, we pray to You, O Lord! Lord, have mercy!

Lord Jesus, we humbly ask You to grant all of these petitions in accordance with Your most holy will through the intercession of Your Most
Holy Mother Mary and all the Angels and Saints and may You be praised together with Your Father and Holy Spirit forever and ever!
Amen.

+ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Composed by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak

Appearance of the Sign of the Cross (May 7)

The Precious Cross appeared in the sky over Jerusalem on the
morning of May 7, 351 during the reign of the emperor Constantius, the
son of Saint Constantine (May 21).
At that time the heresy of Arianism, which taught that Christ was
merely a creature and not God, was causing great turmoil and division
throughout the Empire. Even after the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea in
325, many people were drawn to this false teaching, and the Christians
found themselves in the minority in many places.
Constantius, the ruler of the eastern part of the Empire, was a
fervent supporter of Arianism. His brothers Constantine II and Constans,
who were pious Christians, ruled in the west. They were both killed in
separate battles around 350, leaving Constantius as sole ruler. Also in
350, Saint Cyril (March 18) became Patriarch of Jerusalem and began
his zealous struggle against Arianism.

In May of 351 a luminous Cross appeared over Jerusalem,
stretching from Golgotha to the Mount of Olives, a distance of about five
and a half miles. The Cross was wide as it was long, and shone more
brightly than the sun. Many people left their homes and workplaces to
gather in the church and glorify Christ. The historian Sozomen says that this
wondrous sign led to the conversion of multitudes of pagans and Jews to
Christianity.
A letter from Saint Cyril to the emperor describing this phenomenon, and admonishing him to become Christian, has been preserved. The
apparition of the Cross remained over the city for a whole week.
The vision of the Cross over Jerusalem strengthened the Christian
faithful and contributed to the return of many Arians to the Church. It is
also a reminder of the awesome Second Coming of Christ, when “the sign
of the Son of man shall appear in heaven” (Matthew 24:30).
Source: www.oca.org (edited)

St. John the Apostle & Evangelist (May 8):

The Church commemorates Saint John on this day because of the
annual pilgrimage to his grave.
When Saint John was more than one hundred years old, he took
seven of his disciples and went to a spot outside the city of Ephesus.
There he told them to dig a grave in the form of a cross. Then he climbed

into the grave and told his disciples to cover him with earth. Later, the
grave was opened and the saint’s body was not there.
Each year on May 8th a red dust would arise from the grave
which the faithful collected in order to be healed of their illnesses. Saint
John’s main Feast is on September 26.
Source: www.oca.org

Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas (May 9):

The Transfer of the Relics of Saint Nicholas to Bari in Italy. His
Life is found under December 6.
In the eleventh century the Byzantine Empire was going through
some terrible times. The Turks put an end to its influence in Asia Minor,
they destroyed cities and villages, they murdered the inhabitants, and they
accompanied their cruel outrage with the desecration of churches, holy
relics, icons and books. The Mussulmen also attempted to destroy the
relics of Saint Nicholas, deeply venerated by the whole Christian world.
In the year 792 the caliph Aaron Al’-Rashid sent Khumeid at
the head of a fleet to pillage the island of Rhodes. Having lain waste this
island, Khumeid set off to Myra in Lycia with the intent to rob the tomb
of Saint Nicholas. But instead he robbed another tomb standing alongside
the crypt of the saint. Just as they succeeded in committing this sacrilege, a
terrible storm lifted upon the sea and almost all the ships were shattered
into pieces.
The desecration of holy things shocked not only Eastern, but also
Western Christians. Christians in Italy were particularly apprehensive for the
relics of Saint Nicholas, and among them were many Greeks. The inhabitants of the city of Bari, located on the shores of the Adriatic Sea, decided to save the relics of Saint Nicholas.
In the year 1087 merchants from Bari and Venice went to Antioch to trade. Both these and others also proposed to take up the relics
of Saint Nicholas and transport them to Italy on the return trip. In this plan
the men of Bari commissioned the Venetians to land them at Myra. At first
two men were sent in, who in returning reported that in the city all was
quiet. In the church where the glorified relics rested, they encountered only
four monks. Immediately forty-seven men, having armed themselves, set out
for the church of Saint Nicholas. The guards, suspecting nothing, showed
them the raised platform, beneath which the tomb of the saint was concealed, and where they anointed foreigners with myrrh from the relics of
the saint.

At this time the monks told them about an appearance of Saint
Nicholas that evening to a certain Elder. In this vision Saint Nicholas ordered the careful preservation of his relics. This account encouraged the
barons, they saw an avowal for them in this vision and, as it were, a decree from the saint. In order to facilitate their activity, they revealed their
intent to the monks and offered them money, 300 gold coins. The guards
refused the money and wanted to warn the inhabitants about the misfortune threatening them. But the newcomers bound them and put their own
guards at the doorway.
They took apart the church platform above the tomb with the
relics. In this effort the youth Matthew was excessive in his zeal, wanting
to find the relics of Saint Nicholas as quickly as possible. In his impatience
he broke the cover and the barons saw that the sarcophagus was filled with
fragrant holy myrrh. The compatriots of the barons, the priests Luppus and
Drogus, offered a litany, after which the break made by Matthew began to
flow with myrrh from the saint’s sarcophagus. This occurred on April 20,
1087.
Seeing the absence of a container chest, the priest Drogus
wrapped the relics in the cloth, and in the company of the barons he carried them to the ship. The monks, having been set free, alerted the city
with the sad news about the abduction of the relics of the Wonderworker
Nicholas by foreigners. A crowd of people gathered at the shore, but it
was too late.
On May 8 the ships arrived in Bari, and soon the joyous news
made the rounds of all the city. On the following day, May 9, 1087,
they solemnly transported the relics of Saint Nicholas into the church of
Saint Stephen, not far from the sea. The solemn bearing of the relics was
accompanied by numerous healings of the sick, which inspired still greater
reverence for God’s saint. A year afterwards, a church was built in the
name of Saint Nicholas and consecrated by Pope Urban II.
This event, connected with the transfer of the relics of Saint

Nicholas, evoked a particular veneration for the Wonderworker Nicholas
and was marked by the establishment of a special Feast day on May 9. At
first the Feast day of the Transfer of the Relics of Saint Nicholas was observed only by the people of the city of Bari. It was not adopted in the
other lands of the Christian East and West, despite the fact that the transfer of the relics was widely known. This circumstance is explained by the
custom in the Middle Ages of venerating primarily the relics of local saints.
Moreover, the Greek Church did not establish the celebration of this remembrance, since they regarded the loss of the relics of Saint Nicholas as a
sad event.
The significance of the intercession of the great saint of God is
expressed by the ancient compiler of the Life, in the words of whom Saint

Nicholas “did work many glorious miracles both on land and on sea, aiding
those downtrodden in misfortune and rescuing the drowning, carrying to
dry land from the depths of the sea, raising up others from corruption and
bringing them home, liberating from chains and imprisonment, averting felling by the sword and freeing from death, and granting healing to many;
sight to the blind, walking to the lame, hearing to the deaf, and speech to
the mute. He brought riches to many suffering in abject poverty and want,
he provided the hungry food, and for each in their need he appeared a
ready helper, an avid defender and speedy intercessor and protector, and
such as appeal to him he doth help and deliver from adversity. Both the
East and the West know of this great Wonderworker, and all the ends of
the earth know his miracle-working.”
Source: www.oca.org (edited)

Holy Apostle Simon the Zealot (May 10):

Saint Simon was from Cana in Galilee, and was known to the
Lord and His Mother. Tradition says that he was the bridegroom at the
wedding where the Savior performed His first miracle. After witnessing the
miracle of the water which had been turned into wine, he became a zealous follower of Christ. For this reason, he is known as Saint Simon the
Zealot.
Estina Franzak Perpetual Scholarship Fund for
Prospective Duquesne University Students

Saint Simon was one of the twelve Apostles, and received the
Holy Spirit with the others on Pentecost. He traveled to many places from
Britain to the Black Sea, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. After winning
many pagans to the Lord, Saint Simon suffered martyrdom by crucifixion.
Saint Simon is also commemorated on June 30 with the other Apostles.
Source: www.oca.org (edited)

Holy Trinity Financials for the Week Ending Apr 26, 2020

Students who are attending or are planning to attend Duquesne University
Candle: $ 30.00
should be aware of the availability of the Estina Franzak Perpetual Scholarship Fund. The Fund is intended to benefit students of Ukrainian ethnicity Weekly Offering: $ 1,045.00
in their studies at Duquesne University. The amount of scholarship varies.
Diocesan: $ 20.00
Scholarships are awarded on an academic year basis. Recipients from prior
years will be considered for renewal of awards, provided that they demonDues: $ 75.00
strate satisfactory academic progress. For additional details please see your
Ascension: $ 20.00
parish priest. Applications must be submitted to the Education Board of St.
st
George Ukrainian Catholic Church by June 1 , 2020.
Seminary: $ 15.00

St. Anne Financials for the Weeks Ending April 26, 2020
Attendance:

N/A

Stamp Donation:

$ 10.00

Weekly Offer.:

$ 270.00

Easter Offering:

$ 210.00

Maint/Cleaning:

$ 25.00

Total Deposit:

$ 515.00

Holy Thursday:

$ 10.00

Good Friday:

$ 10.00

Easter:

$ 100.00

Repairs/Maint:

$ 55.00

50/50:

$ 20.00

Deposit: $ 1,400.00
Apr 50/50:

$ 35.00

May 50/50:

$ 15.00

Our very Best Wishes and Blessings to our dear
Parishioners celebrating their life milestones this week.

Holy Trinity Church

Holy Trinity 50/50 Club April Winner:

May 3: Mary Mines May 5: George Popovich
May 5: John S. Terlecky May 5: John and Anne Tokarsky (69)

Evelyn Yourstowsky

St. Anne Church

The April total was $35.00.
The church and Evelyn each receive $17.50.

May 8: Greg Baker
May 9: Nick and Leda Kasnevich (40)
May 10: Helen Yurchison
Na Mnohaya ee Blahaya Leeta

