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April 19, 2020 
 

Christ is risen! 
 

My dear Friends, 
 

Happy Sunday of St. Thomas! I hope that my message found everyone well and sound amidst the current COVID-19 pandemic and that 
you have been enjoying the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection. Although the doors of our two churches still remain closed to the public 
liturgical celebrations and gatherings, I would like to renew the assurance of my prayerful closeness to you and your loved ones during these 
difficult and challenging times. I am trying to continue to keep the liturgical prayer rhythm of our Church privately and I cannot wait until I see 
you all again in our churches, so that we could resume praising and worshipping our Lord together as parish communities. Although we are 
currently not seeing each other, this whole reality is a temporary one and I want to believe that we will return to our public way of life 
sooner than later. In the meantime, let us continue to keep our prayer lives active and follow carefully the directives of the civil authorities, for 
this is a very serious situation and we cannot give the virus any chance to overpower us. If you can and have access to them, please continue 
to use any means of the modern mass media communication, especially the live-streams via Facebook or other social media networks, to par-
ticipate in various liturgical and prayer celebrations of the Church today and during the entire Easter season. Our eparchy has some online 
liturgy and prayer resources available that you can find by logging onto: http://stjosaphateparchy.com/liturgy-and-prayer. Should you not 
have access to any of these mass media means, please participate in the prayer life of the Church privately through any other means that you  
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Na Mnohaya ee Blahaya Leeta 

 

Our very Best Belated Wishes and Blessings to our dear Parishioners celebrating their life milestones these past two weeks. 



might have access to (private prayer in your own words, prayer books, Holy Scripture reading, etc.). Also, please keep in your prayers and 
thoughts all people in our parishes, who live alone as well as all shut-ins. If you can, please reach out to them and see if they need anything. 
Sometimes what is needed is simply a cheerful word and I thank you in advance for doing this. We are in all of this together and we remain 
as one parish family despite the social distancing that temporarily separates us! 
 

As I wrote before, if there is anything that I or Dean can do for you during this time, please call/text either me at my cell phone at 330-
888-8881 or call our parish office at 330-744-5820 and we’ll be happy to assist you in any way we can. We are here for you and with 
you! 
 

Just to update you on a few other parish and non-parish matters: 
 

 Due to the current circumstances, our churches continue to remain closed to private prayer at designated times until further no-
tice and I thank you for your understanding. 

 Please keep in your prayers Bishop George V. Murry, S.J. of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Youngstown. According to the 
April 9, 2020 press-release from the diocese, “Bishop George V. Murry’s leukemia has returned.   He is presently undergoing 
treatment as an outpatient at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Youngstown.” May our risen Lord heal Bishop George in no time through 
the intercession of His Most Holy Mother and all the Angels and Saints! 

 In the last Sunday’s bulletin, an inadvertent error was made vis-à-vis the date of death of my classmate from the years at St. 
Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers, NY, Fr. Bred Buttner. Fr. Fred died on April 4th of this year and not April 5th (if you read the 
online version of the last Sunday’s bulletin, it may have already contained the correct date). My apologies for the mistake. 

 Our weekly bulletins are, as usual, available online at both churches’ websites (www.holytrinityucc.com and 
www.stanneucc.com). 

 Please enjoy my consecutive personal reflection that we are posting in this Sunday’s bulletin. I hope that it will help you to have 
Christ’s joy and peace in your hearts during this beautiful Easter season. 

 

Before I close, I would like to thank those of you, who have been sending us your donations. Please continue to support both of our 
churches by sending us your weekly donations at the address below and I thank you very much for your generous patronage of our parishes. 
Since the weekly and monthly income at both of our parishes is way down due to the current situation, I cannot accentuate enough the im-
portance of sending your donations for our churches on a weekly basis, hence, please do not wait till the end of the month or until this pan-
demic is over. Attention parishioners of St. Anne Church: please do not mail your donations to St. Anne Church, but to our parish office in 
Youngstown, writing out your checks to St. Anne Church: 
 

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church 
526 West Rayen Ave. 

Youngstown, OH 44502 
 

Should there be anything else that needs my or Dean’s attention, please let us know at once. 
 

May our risen Lord continue to bless you and your loved ones! May He protect all of us from the virus! May He heal the people infected 
with the virus! May He bless the people on the front lines fighting the virus as well as everyone, who is working in public places! And may 
He rest in peace the souls of the people, who died from the virus, giving consolation to the families, relatives, and friends they left behind! 
Let us present all of these petitions to our risen Lord through the intercession of His and our Most Holy Mother Mary and all the Angels 
and Saints!  
 

Happy Thomas Sunday! May you and your loved ones continue to have a very blessed celebration of our Lord Jesus Christ’s Resurrection! 
 

Христос Воскрес! 
 

With prayers in the risen Christ & Theotokos, 



“Blessed are Those Who Have Not Seen and  
Yet Have Come to Believe”: Faith in God of Truth 

 

by Fr. Lubomyr Zhybak 
 

 There is a lot of doubt in the air right now. As most of the world appears to be on 
lockdown due to the current coronavirus pandemic (or so we are told that it is), there are a lot 
of speculations going around the world vis-à-vis the origin of the virus, the impact of the virus on 
the human body, the possible solution to the pandemic, what our lives would look like after all of 
this mayhem is over, you name it. What if the coronavirus did not originate in the infamous now 
wet market in the city of Wuhan in China? What if the Chinese intentionally started the pan-
demic through the Wuhan Institute of Virology to show the world who the boss is or maybe 
simply to compete with the United States in virus handling (a current suspicion given to us)? 

What if the virus was transported to China by the U.S. to sabotage the country’s communist government? Can we trust our governments? What if all of 
this is the effect of the so-called 5G (fifth generation) wireless communication technology that is being spread throughout the world? Can we believe 
everything that the mass media is telling us? What if they are lying to us and making us believe in something that is not true? What if this whole pandemic 
is just some rich men’s trick to make them even richer? Will we ever know the truth about this whole situation? I am sure that these and similar questions 
have been crossing the minds of not one person across the globe and I am certain that they will continue to do so beyond the end of this so-called pan-
demic. 
 Consequently, the basic question that arises here is: why do we doubt? What makes us sometimes not believe others? Is it OK to doubt? I am 
not going to go here into every single detail of what makes us not believe everything that other people tell us. However, I think we can all agree that, 
generally speaking, the reason why we doubt is because we are not convinced that what we hear or see or read corresponds to reality, to truth. In other 
words, when we doubt, we are questioning the veracity of this or that statement. Putting it bluntly, when we doubt, we think that what we are pre-
sented with could be a lie. 
 Since we are on this quest of finding the reasons behind our acts of doubt, let’s take it a little further. Why do we think that other people might 
lie to us sometimes and not tell us the truth? The answer is simpler than you might think: because we know that people have the ability to lie, us in-
cluded. Sometimes people lie. For whatever reason. At times, people can behave very deceitfully to their own advantage. That’s our wounded by sin 
human nature: the ability to lie, to have recourse to that ability once in a while for this or that particular reason. And of course, we, Christians, know very 
well whom all the lies come from? Yes, the devil himself, who “was a murderer from the beginning” in whom “there is no truth” – “a liar and the father of 
lies” (John 8:44). Lies do not come from God, but from satan. 
 Today we are commemorating holy Apostle Thomas on this first Sunday after Easter that we call in our Eastern Tradition Thomas’ Sunday. On 
one hand, there is a temptation to rush and condemn Thomas for doubting Christ’s resurrection. On the other hand, I don’t think St. Thomas deserves to 
bear a stigma among some as “doubting Thomas.” Let’s look into this. 
 First of all, we have to remember that initially Thomas did not see risen Jesus firsthand, for he was not in the room, when Christ appeared to 
His disciples in the evening of the day when Jesus was risen and “showed them His hands and His side” (John 20:20). Note here that right after Jesus 
showed His disciples His hands and side, Thomas’ fellow Apostle John communicates to us something quite significant, when he writes in his Gospel: 
“Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord” (John 20:20). In other words, we can infer from this that Christ specifically chose to show His 
disciples (all but Thomas, for he was not there) the wounds on His hands and His side, which made the disciples jubilant, so that they may believe that 
Christ was not some kind of ghost, but their Lord. I think that all of the disciples could have even touched the wounds on Jesus’ hands and side. We do 
not know, but perhaps they did. 
 Secondly, as St. John is telling us in his Gospel, “the other disciples told him [i.e. Thomas], “We have seen the Lord,” which prompted Tho-
mas to respond right away: “Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in His side, I will not 
believe” (John 20:25). Could it be that Thomas did not believe the news about the resurrection of Christ simply because it was coming from the 
mouths of his fellow disciples – people just like him, who had a human weakness to lie, although of course they didn’t, for Christ had been raised from 
the dead? It could very well be because, again, Thomas was not in the room on the day, when Jesus appeared to Thomas’ fellow disciples and showed 
them His wounds. It appears that Thomas wanted to see the wounds, too. If Thomas himself saw the risen Christ, I am sure that the doubt would not 
come out of his mouth, because he would see Jesus firsthand, especially His wounds. What if Thomas were the first to see risen Jesus and not his fellow 
disciples, would their reaction be the same as Thomas’? Perhaps. Maybe even most likely. 
 When Jesus made a second appearance to His disciples a week later and Thomas was there this time, Christ did not judge Thomas but was 
teaching Thomas, his fellow disciples, and now is teaching all of us, Christians of the twenty first century, a very important lesson. Knowing that Thomas 
did not believe his fellow disciples, when they told him about His resurrection, Jesus simply tells Thomas: “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe” (John 20:27). This prompted Thomas to respond: “My Lord and my God!” after 
which Christ uttered a very important exhortation: “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe” (John 20:28-29). 
 Certainly, there was no reason for Apostle Thomas to doubt the news of the resurrection of His Lord and Teacher, for Thomas’ fellow disciples 
delivered the true news to him. After all, I am sure that Thomas himself heard Jesus on multiple occasions say that He was going to die and to rise on the  

“The Incredulity of Saint Thomas” by Caravaggio (1602) 



third day and Christ did, as He promised. You see, God, as opposed to satan, does not lie, but always acts truthfully. In fact, our Lord is “the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6). Therefore, we, Christians, are believers in God, Who is the Truth!  
 Thomas initially did not believe that Christ rose from the dead until he saw the Lord’s wounds. Yet, he heard from his Teacher and Lord: 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29), which strengthened Thomas’ faith. Tradition has it that after the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, St. Thomas travelled and established Christians communities in Mesopotamia, Palestine, Ethiopia, Parthia, 
and India. In India, he evangelized along the Malabar coast that till this day has a big native population that call themselves “Christians of St. Thomas.” 
The holy Apostle died as a martyr for the risen God of Truth in the first century in India. 
 “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29). Thomas saw the risen Christ and believed in Him. We 
did not see the risen Christ, yet we still believe in Him! How blest we are! You see, it is OK to doubt things about the current coronavirus situation, for 
how could we know that we are not being lied to? Yet, it is not OK to doubt God Himself, Who is “the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (John 
14:6). Unfortunately, there are many people in the world right now that doubt the faith in God of Truth. These non-believers might think that faith is for 
the weak, that it’s not real. They might think that somehow only the tangible reality is worth “believing in.” Poor and lost souls that need our risen Lord’s 
enlightenment through our prayer, for how can their houses built on sand withstand the rain, the floods, and the winds of life (cf. Matthew 7:24-27)?! 
I invite you, therefore, to pray daily to our risen Lord that He may enlighten all the people in the world that do not yet believe in Him. I also invite you 
to pray daily to our Lord for all the Christians in the world that perhaps are struggling with their faith in the risen Christ. I also invite you to pray daily to 
our risen Lord for all people in the world that have difficulty telling the truth and behaving truthfully. May we always hold in our hearts the words that St. 
Thomas and other holy Apostles heard from our risen Lord Jesus: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29), 
for our Lord is “the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6)! Happy Thomas Sunday to you and your loved ones and let us continue to cele-
brate the feast of feasts of the glorious and life-giving Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Christ is risen! Truly He is risen! 
 

April 19, 2020 Anno Domini 

 The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas was born in the Gali-
lean city of Pansada and was a fisherman. Hearing the good tidings of 
Jesus Christ, he left all and followed after Him. The Apostle Thomas is 
included in the number of the holy Twelve Apostles of the Savior. 
According to Holy Scripture, the holy Apostle Thomas did not believe 
the reports of the other disciples about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
“Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 
the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not be-
lieve” (John 20:25). 
 On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the Lord appeared to 
the Apostle Thomas and showed him His wounds. “My Lord and my 
God,” the Apostle cried out (John 20:28). “Thomas, being once 
weaker in faith than the other apostles,” says Saint John Chrysostom, 
“toiled through the grace of God more bravely, more zealously and tire-
lessly than them all, so that he went preaching over nearly all the earth, 

not fearing to proclaim the Word of God to savage nations.” 
 Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting 
Thomas.” This is incorrect. In Greek, the inscription reads, “The Touching 
of Thomas.” In Slavonic, it says, “The Belief of Thomas.” When Saint 
Thomas touched the Life-giving side of the Lord, he no longer had any 
doubts. 
 According to Church Tradition, the holy Apostle Thomas 
founded Christian churches in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Parthia, Ethiopia 
and India. Preaching the Gospel earned him a martyr’s death. For having 
converted the wife and son of the prefect of the Indian city of Meliapur 
[Melipur], the holy apostle was locked up in prison, suffered torture, and 
finally, pierced with five spears, he departed to the Lord. Part of the 
relics of the holy Apostle Thomas are in India, in Hungary and on Mt. 
Athos. The name of the Apostle Thomas is associated with the Arabian 
(or Arapet) Icon of the Mother of God (September 6). 

Source: www.oca.org 

Holy Apostle Thomas 

 The Holy Great Martyr George the Victory-Bearer, was a na-
tive of Cappadocia (a district in Asia Minor), and he grew up in a 
deeply believing Christian family. His father was martyred for Christ when 
George was still a child. His mother, owning lands in Palestine, moved 
there with her son and raised him in strict piety. 
 When he became a man, Saint George entered into the service 
of the Roman army. He was handsome, brave and valiant in battle, and 
he came to the notice of the emperor Diocletian (284-305) and joined 
the imperial guard with the rank of comites, or military commander. 
 The pagan emperor, who did much for the restoration of Roman 
might, was clearly concerned with the danger presented to pagan civiliza-
tion by the triumph of the Crucified Savior, and intensified his persecution 
against the Christians in the final years of his reign. Following the advice of 
the Senate at Nicomedia, Diocletian gave all his governors full freedom in 
their court proceedings against Christians, and he promised them his full 

support. 
 Saint George, when he heard the decision of the emperor, dis-
tributed all his wealth to the poor, freed his servants, and then appeared 
in the Senate. The brave soldier of Christ spoke out openly against the 
emperor’s designs. He confessed himself a Christian, and appealed to all 
to acknowledge Christ: “I am a servant of Christ, my God, and trusting in 
Him, I have come among you voluntarily, to bear witness concerning the 
Truth.” 
 “What is Truth?” one of the dignitaries asked, echoing the 
question of Pontius Pilate. The saint replied, “Christ Himself, Whom you 
persecuted, is Truth.” 
 Stunned by the bold speech of the valiant warrior, the emperor, 
who had loved and promoted George, attempted to persuade him not to 
throw away his youth and glory and honors, but rather to offer sacrifice to 
the gods as was the Roman custom. The confessor replied, “Nothing in  

Holy Great-Martyr George (April 23) 



this inconstant life can weaken my resolve to serve God.” 
 Then by order of the enraged emperor the armed guards began 
to push Saint George out of the assembly hall with their spears, and they 
then led him off to prison. But the deadly steel became soft and it bent, 
just as the spears touched the saint’s body, and it caused him no harm. In 
prison they put the martyr’s feet in stocks and placed a heavy stone on his 
chest. 
 The next day at the interrogation, powerless but firm of spirit, 
Saint George again answered the emperor, “You will grow tired of tor-
menting me sooner than I will tire of being tormented by you.” Then Dio-
cletian gave orders to subject Saint George to some very intense tortures. 
They tied the Great Martyr to a wheel, beneath which were boards 
pierced with sharp pieces of iron. As the wheel turned, the sharp edges 
slashed the saint’s naked body. 
 At first the sufferer loudly cried out to the Lord, but soon he 
quieted down, and did not utter even a single groan. Diocletian decided 
that the tortured one was already dead, and he gave orders to remove the 
battered body from the wheel, and then went to a pagan temple to offer 
thanks. 
 At this very moment it got dark, thunder boomed, and a voice 
was heard: “Fear not, George, for I am with you.” Then a wondrous light 
shone, and at the wheel an angel of the Lord appeared in the form of a 
radiant youth. He placed his hand upon the martyr, saying to him, 
“Rejoice!” Saint George stood up healed. 
 When the soldiers led him to the pagan temple where the em-
peror was, the emperor could not believe his own eyes and he thought 
that he saw before him some other man or even a ghost. In confusion and 
in terror the pagans looked Saint George over carefully, and they became 
convinced that a miracle had occurred. Many then came to believe in the 
Life-Creating God of the Christians. 
 Two illustrious officials, Saints Anatolius and Protoleon, who 
were secretly Christians, openly confessed Christ. Immediately, without a 
trial, they were beheaded with the sword by order of the emperor. Also 
present in the pagan temple was Empress Alexandra, the wife of Dio-
cletian, and she also knew the truth. She was on the point of glorifying 
Christ, but one of the servants of the emperor took her and led her off to 
the palace. 
 The emperor became even more furious. He had not lost all 
hope of influencing Saint George, so he gave him over to new and 
fiercesome torments. After throwing him into a deep pit, they covered it 
over with lime. Three days later they dug him out, but found him cheerful 
and unharmed. They shod the saint in iron sandals with red-hot nails, and 
then drove him back to the prison with whips. In the morning, they led 
him back to the interrogation, cheerful and with healed feet, and the em-
peror asked if he liked his shoes. The saint said that the sandals had been 
just his size. Then they beat him with ox thongs until pieces of his flesh 
came off and his blood soaked the ground, but the brave sufferer, 
strengthened by the power of God, remained unyielding. 
 The emperor concluded that the saint was being helped by 
magic, so he summoned the sorcerer Athanasius to deprive the saint of his 
miraculous powers, or else poison him. The sorcerer gave Saint George 
two goblets containing drugs. One of them would have quieted him, and 
the other would kill him. The drugs had no effect, and the saint continued 
to denounce the pagan superstitions and glorify God as before. 
 When the emperor asked what sort of power was helping him, 
Saint George said, “Do not imagine that it is any human learning which 

keeps me from being harmed by these torments. I am saved only by calling 
upon Christ and His Power. Whoever believes in Him has no regard for 
tortures and is able to do the things that Christ did” (John 14:12). 
Diocletian asked what sort of things Christ had done. The Martyr replied, 
“He gave sight to the blind, cleansed the lepers, healed the lame, gave 
hearing to the deaf, cast out demons, and raised the dead.” 
 Knowing that they had never been able to resurrect the dead 
through sorcery, nor by any of the gods known to him, and wanting to 
test the saint, the emperor commanded him to raise up a dead person 
before his eyes. The saint retorted, “You wish to tempt me, but my God 
will work this sign for the salvation of the people who shall see the power 
of Christ.” 
 When they led Saint George down to the graveyard, he cried 
out, “O Lord! Show to those here present, that You are the only God in 
all the world. Let them know You as the Almighty Lord.” Then the earth 
quaked, a grave opened, the dead one emerged from it alive. Having 
seen with their own eyes the Power of Christ, the people wept and glori-
fied the true God. 
 The sorcerer Athanasius, falling down at the feet of Saint 
George, confessed Christ as the All-Powerful God and asked forgiveness 
for his sins, committed in ignorance. The obdurate emperor in his impiety 
thought otherwise. In a rage, he commanded both Athanasius and the 
man raised from the dead to be beheaded, and he had Saint George 
again locked up in prison. 
 The people, weighed down with their infirmities, began to visit 
the prison and they there received healing and help from the saint. A 
certain farmer named Glycerius, whose ox had collapsed, also visited him. 
The saint consoled him and assured him that God would restore his ox to 
life. When he saw the ox alive, the farmer began to glorify the God of 
the Christians throughout all the city. By order of the emperor, Saint 
Glycerius was arrested and beheaded. 
 The exploits and the miracles of the Great Martyr George had 
increased the number of the Christians, therefore Diocletian made a final 
attempt to compel the saint to offer sacrifice to the idols. They set up a 
court at the pagan temple of Apollo. On the final night the holy martyr 
prayed fervently, and as he slept, he saw the Lord, Who raised him up 
with His hand, and embraced him. The Savior placed a crown on Saint 
George’s head and said, “Fear not, but have courage, and you will soon 
come to Me and receive what has been prepared for you.” 
 In the morning, the emperor offered to make Saint George his 
co-administrator, second only to himself. The holy martyr with a feigned 
willingness answered, “Caesar, you should have shown me this mercy from 
the very beginning, instead of torturing me. Let us go now to the temple 
and see the gods you worship.” Diocletian believed that the martyr was 
accepting his offer, and he followed him to the pagan temple with his 
retinue and all the people. Everyone was certain that Saint George would 
offer sacrifice to the gods. The saint went up to the idol, made the Sign 
of the Cross and addressed it as if it were alive: “Are you the one who 
wants to receive from me sacrifice befitting God?” 
 The demon inhabiting the idol cried out, “I am not a god and 
none of those like me is a god, either. The only God is He Whom you 
preach. We are fallen angels, and we deceive people because we are 
jealous.” Saint George cried out, “How dare you remain here, when I, 
the servant of the true God, have entered?” Then noises and wailing 
were heard from the idols, and they fell to the ground and were shat-
tered. There was general confusion. In a frenzy, pagan priests and many of  



the crowd seized the holy martyr, tied him up, and began to beat him. 
They also called for his immediate execution.  
 The holy empress Alexandra tried to reach him. Pushing her way 
through the crowd, she cried out, “O God of George, help me, for You 
Alone are All-Powerful.” At the feet of the Great Martyr the holy em-
press confessed Christ, Who had humiliated the idols and those who 
worshipped them. Diocletian immediately pronounced the death sentence 
on the Great Martyr George and the holy Empress Alexandra, who fol-
lowed Saint George to execution without resisting. Along the way she 
felt faint and slumped against a wall. There she surrendered her soul to 
God. 
 Saint George gave thanks to God and prayed that he would 
also end his life in a worthy manner. At the place of execution the saint 
prayed that the Lord would forgive the torturers who acted in ignorance, 
and that He would lead them to the knowledge of Truth. Calmly and 
bravely, the holy Great Martyr George bent his neck beneath the sword, 
receiving the crown of martyrdom on April 23, 303. 
 The pagan era was coming to an end, and Christianity was 
about to triumph. Within ten years, Saint Constantine (May 21) would 
issue the Edict of Milan, granting religious freedom to Christians. 
 Of the many miracles worked by the holy Great Martyr 
George, the most famous are depicted in iconography. In the saint’s na-
tive city of Beirut were many idol-worshippers. Outside the city, near 
Mount Lebanon, was a large lake, inhabited by an enormous dragon-like 
serpent. Coming out of the lake, it devoured people, and there was noth-
ing anyone could do, since the breath from its nostrils poisoned the very 

air. 
 On the advice of the demons inhabiting the idols, the local ruler 
came to a decision. Each day the people would draw lots to feed their 
own children to the serpent, and he promised to sacrifice his only daugh-
ter when his turn came. That time did come, and the ruler dressed her in 
her finest attire, then sent her off to the lake. The girl wept bitterly, await-
ing her death. Unexpectedly for her, Saint George rode up on his horse 
with spear in hand. The girl implored him not to leave her, lest she perish. 
 The saint signed himself with the Sign of the Cross. He rushed 
at the serpent saying, “In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.” Saint George pierced the throat of the serpent with his 
spear and trampled it with his horse. Then he told the girl to bind the 
serpent with her sash, and lead it into the city like a dog on a leash. 
 The people fled in terror, but the saint halted them with the 
words: “Don’t be afraid, but trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and believe in 
Him, since it is He Who sent me to save you.” Then the saint killed the 
serpent with a sword, and the people burned it outside the city. Twenty-
five thousand men, not counting women and children, were then bap-
tized. Later, a church was built and dedicated to the Most Holy Theoto-
kos and the Great Martyr George. 
 Saint George went on to become a talented officer and to 
amaze the world by his military exploits. He died before he was thirty 
years old. He is known as Victory Bearer, not only for his military 
achievements, but for successfully enduring martyrdom. As we know, the 
martyrs are commemorated in the dismissal at the end of Church services 
as “the holy, right victorious martyr....”                                                 Source: www.oca.org 

 The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark, also known as John 
Mark (Acts 12:12), was one of the Seventy Apostles, and was also a 
nephew of Saint Barnabas (June 11). He was born at Jerusalem. The 
house of his mother Mary adjoined the Garden of Gethsemane. As 
Church Tradition relates, on the night that Christ was betrayed he fol-
lowed after Him, wrapped only in a linen cloth. He was seized by sol-
diers, and fled away naked, leaving the cloth behind (Mark 14:51-52). 
After the Ascension of the Lord, the house of his mother Mary became a 
place where Christians gathered, and a place of lodging for some of the 
Apostles (Acts 12:12). 
 Saint Mark was a very close companion of the Apostles Peter 
and Paul (June 29) and Barnabas. Saint Mark was at Seleucia with Paul 
and Barnabas, and from there he set off to the island of Cyprus, and he 
traversed the whole of it from east to west. In the city of Paphos, Saint 
Mark witnessed the blinding of the sorcerer Elymas by Saint Paul (Acts 
13:6-12). 
 After working with the Apostle Paul, Saint Mark returned to 
Jerusalem, and then went to Rome with the Apostle Peter. From there, 
he set out for Egypt, where he established a local Church. 
 Saint Mark met Saint Paul in Antioch. From there he went with 
Saint Barnabas to Cyprus, and then he went to Egypt again, where he 
and Saint Peter founded many churches. Then he went to Babylon. From 
this city the Apostle Peter sent an Epistle to the Christians of Asia Mi-
nor, in which he calls Saint Mark his son (1 Pet 5:13). 
 When the Apostle Paul came to Rome in chains, Saint Mark 
was at Ephesus, where Saint Timothy (January 4) was bishop. Saint 
Mark went with him to Rome. There he also wrote his holy Gospel (ca. 

62-63). 
 From Rome Saint Mark traveled to Egypt. In Alexandria he 
started a Christian school, which later produced such famous Fathers and 
teachers of the Church as Clement of Alexandria, Saint Dionysius of Al-
exandria (October 5), Saint Gregory Thaumatourgos (November 5), 
and others. Zealous for Church services, Saint Mark composed a Liturgy 
for the Christians of Alexandria. 
 Saint Mark preached the Gospel in the inner regions of Africa, 
and he was in Libya at Nektopolis. 
 During these journeys, Saint Mark was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to go again to Alexandria and confront the pagans. There he visited 
the home of Ananias, and healed his crippled hand. The dignitary happily 
took him in, listened to his words, and received Baptism. 
 Following the example of Ananias, many of the inhabitants of 
that part of the city where he lived were also baptized. This roused the 
enmity of the pagans, and they wanted to kill Saint Mark. Having learned 
of this, Saint Mark made Ananias a bishop, and the three Christians Mal-
chos, Sabinos, and Kerdinos were ordained presbyters to provide the 
church with leadership after his death. 
 The pagans seized Saint Mark when he was serving the Liturgy. 
They beat him, dragged him through the streets and threw him in prison. 
There Saint Mark was granted a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
strengthened him before his sufferings. On the following day, the angry 
crowd again dragged the saint through the streets to the courtroom, but 
along the way Saint Mark died saying, “Into Your hands, O Lord, I com-
mend my spirit.” 
 The pagans wanted to burn the saint’s body, but when they lit  

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark (April 25) 



Remember Our Parishes and Eparchy in your Will  

In this time of giving, please remember: The Church is like a mother  
to you in life, providing for your spiritual needs. Please remember  

Holy Trinity Church, St. Anne Church, and the  
St. Josaphat Eparchy in your last Will and Testament. 

St. Anne Miscellaneous Financials  

Kirk Rd. Rent (Apr): $ 800.00 Lake Rd. Rent (Apr): $ 625.00 

Holy Trinity Financials for the Week Ending Apr 12, 2020 

Candle: $ 2.00 Holy Thursday: $ 15.00 Lit. Intentions: $ 150.00 Deposit: $ 2,151.50 

Weekly Offering: $ 830.00 Good Friday: $ 35.00 Mem. Donation: $ 25.00 Apr 50/50: $ 30.00 

Dues: $ 20.00 Easter: $ 1,050.00 Sales Contribution: $ 24.50   

Liturgical Services Livestreaming Schedule in Philadelphia Archeparchy 
 

The following are some liturgical livestream options for those technologically-inclined: 
 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Divine Liturgy (bi-lingual) will be livestreamed Sundays at 10:30 AM with Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak presiding.  
Navigate to the Archieparchial Facebook page to watch: https://www.facebook.com/archeparchyphilly/ 
Navigate to the Cathedral Facebook page to watch: https://www.facebook.com/Philadelphia-Ukrainian-Catholic-Cathedral-of-the-
Immaculate-Conception-139284692765626/ 
 

Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, Washington, DC 
The Presanctified Liturgy will be livestreamed Wednesdays and Fridays 7:00 p.m. (Bi-lingual) 
The Divine Liturgy will be livestreamed Sunday 10:00 a.m. (Bi-lingual beginning Sunday, March 22) 
Navigate to this link to watch: https://www.facebook.com/holyfamilyshrine/ 
 

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church Whippany, New Jersey 
The weekend Divine Liturgies will be broadcast live through the application Zoom on the internet.  

This is the YouTube link that shows how to install Zoom:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFhAEoCF7jg&feature=emb_rel_end 

After installation, you should click on the “join the meeting” link and the system will walk you through a quick installation on how 
to have it up and running: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3432721570 
The Divine Liturgy in English will be broadcast at 5 PM on Saturdays and in Ukrainian/English at 10 AM on Sundays for the time 
being, beginning the weekend of March 21-22. 
 

Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Bridgeport, Pa. 
The Divine Liturgy will be livestreamed Saturday at 6 pm and Sunday at 9 am beginning the weekend of March 21-22 and every 
weekend until further notice. 
There are two ways to watch: 
1. Go to this YouTube Link to begin watching: https://youtu.be/KCMD73t8F0g 
2. You can also click on this link to go to Father Ron's YouTube Channel. 
For more information, visit the parish website at www.sspeterpaulukrchurch.us 

the fire, everything grew dark, thunder crashed, and there was an earth-
quake. The pagans fled in terror, and Christians took up the body of 
Saint Mark and buried it in a stone crypt. This was on April 4, 63. The 
Church celebrates his memory on April 25. 
 In the year 310, a church was built over the relics of Saint 
Mark. In 820, when the Moslem Arabs had established their rule in 
Egypt and oppressed the Christian Church, the relics of Saint Mark were 
transferred to Venice and placed in the church named for him. 
 In the ancient iconographic tradition, which adopted symbols for 
the holy Evangelists borrowed from the vision of Saint John the Theolo-
gian (Rev 4:7) and the prophecy of Ezekiel (Ez. 1:10), the holy Evan-
gelist Mark is represented by a lion, symbolizing the might and royal dig-

nity of Christ (Rev 5:5). 
 Saint Mark wrote his Gospel for Gentile Christians, emphasizing 
the words and deeds of the Savior which reveal His divine Power. Many 
aspects of his account can be explained by his closeness to Saint Peter. 
The ancient writers say that the Gospel of Mark is a concise record of 
Saint Peter’s preaching. 
 One of the central theological themes in the Gospel of Saint 
Mark is the power of God achieving what is humanly impossible. The 
Apostles performed remarkable miracles with Christ (Mark 16:20) and 
the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11) working through them. His disciples were 
told to go into the world and preach the Gospel to all creatures (Mark 
13:10, 16:15), and that is what they did.              Source: www.oca.org 


