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Christ is born! 
 

My dear Friends, 
 

On September 30, 2019, our Holy Father Pope Francis issued an Apostolic 
Letter in the form of "Motu Proprio" titled "Aperuit Illis," instituting thereby 
Sunday of the Word of God for the entire Catholic Church that is to be cele-
brated annually on the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, according to the Ro-
man Catholic Church's liturgical calendar, which for us, Ukrainian Catholics, 
would be the Sunday before the feast of our Lord's Encounter with Righteous 
Simeon. The very first Sunday of the Word of God will be celebrated next 
Sunday, January 26, 2020. Pope Francis is suggesting for the parishes to take 
up the "initiatives to make the Sacred Scripture more accessible to believers, to 
increase their gratitude for so great a gift, and to help them to strive daily to 
embody and bear witness to its teaching" (Aperuit Illis, 2). Therefore, please, 
BRING YOUR BIBLES NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 26TH, TO 
CHURCH, as I will be blessing them during a special brief prayer service right 
after the Liturgy at each respective church. MOREOVER, you'll be getting 
with your bulletin next Sunday a booklet with the text of a Bible enthronement 
service that you could use for placing your Bibles in a special place at your 
homes. The texts of both the Bible blessing service as well as the enthronement 
service are the courtesy of an American Catholic biblical scholar, Stephen J. 
Binz. May the Word of the Living God always dwell in your hearts, be fre-
quently on your lips, and be always embodied in your daily actions! 
 

Thank you! I wish everyone a very blessed week and let us continue to enjoy 
the Christmas season, glorifying our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with carols, 
but most importantly with our righteous deeds! May our immensely Good and 
Kind Lord continue to bless and keep you and your loved ones! 

Liturgical Schedule for Holy Trinity (HT) and St. Anne (SA) Churches 

Day: Date: Place: Time: Intention/Activity: Offered By: Responder: 

Sun   Jan 19 SA 
HT 

8:30am 
11:00am 

Right to Life Liturgy (St. Anne) 
32nd Sunday After Pentecost 

Divine Liturgy for the People K. Scenna 
J. Bodak 

Mon  Jan 20  No Service 

Tues Jan 21 HT 9:00am M. Woloszyn 

Wed Jan 22 SA 9:00am †Michael Senko Bill and Beth Humeniuk M. Woloszyn 

Thur Jan 23 HT 9:00am †Eva Kowal The Smereka Family M. Woloszyn 

Fri Jan 24 HT 9:00am †Teodora Kopczyk Bob, Cami, Victoria, and Christina DeCesaris J. Bodak/J. Billy 

Sat Jan 25 No Service 

Sun   Jan 26 SA 
HT 

8:30am 
11:00am 

33rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday of Zacchaeus 

Divine Liturgy for the People 
Blessing of the Bibles to follow 

P. Nachim 
M. Marczyszyn 

†Anne Soroka (40 Days)  

Prayer Requests 
 

Holy Trinity Church 
Ann Blazina, John Fecych, Ann Karnofel, Helen Lesigonich, Dan Malarcik,  

Yvonne Mudryk, James Pirko, George Popovich, and Marie Schuller 
St. Anne Church 

Joyce Budinsky, Carole Elias, Roger Elias, Elizabeth George, Carol 
Kaszowski, Karen Kihm, Anne Krill, Fr. Ignatius, John Laczko, Louis 

Mancini, Sylvia Ostapiak, Margaret Rodomsky, Gene Smereka,  
Josie Timlin, Frank Yukon, and Helen Yurchison  

Clergy 
Bishop Josyf Milyan, Bishop George Murry, Father Steven Paliwoda,  

and Fr. Sebastian Dmytrukh 
Non-Parishioner 

Kennedy Eatinger, Dawn Howard, Yaroslava M., Myroslava, Yaroslav, 
Halyna, Yaroslava Y., Petro, Nadiya, Mylan, Yaremiya, Zoryana, Mariya,  

Connor, Claire, Mark, Christine, and Roksolyana 

Our very Best Wishes and Blessings To our dear Parishion-
ers celebrating their life milestones this week. 

 

Holy Trinity Church 
Jan 26: Steve Bury   

Jan 26: John P. Pierko 
 

St. Anne Church 
Jan 21: Sonny Mamrich 

Jan 25: Ann Kusic 
 
 
 

Na Mnohaya ee Blahaya Leeta 

  

St. Anne 
Prayers Requested  

You are kindly asked to remember, in your  
charity, the soul and the remaining family of  

†Sonia Hlywa 
who passed away last week. 

 

May God grant †Sonia Eternal Memory. 
 

“Vichnaya Pamyat” 

Holy Trinity 
Prayers Requested  

You are kindly asked to remember, in your  
charity, the soul and the remaining family of  

†Phyllis Stapay 
who passed away this past week. 

 

May God grant †Phyllis Eternal Memory. 
 

“Vichnaya Pamyat” 



 Saint Euthymius the Great came from the city of Melitene 
in Armenia, near the River Euphrates. His parents, Paul and Diony-
sia, were pious Christians of noble birth. After many years of mar-
riage they remained childless, and in their sorrow they entreated 
God to give them offspring. Finally, they had a vision and heard a 
voice saying, “Be of good cheer! God will grant you a son, who 
will bring joy to the churches.” The child was named Euthymius 
(“good cheer”). 
 Saint Euthymius’ father died soon after this, and his 
mother, fulfilling her vow to dedicate her son to God, gave him to 
her brother, the priest Eudoxius, to be educated. He presented the 
child to Bishop Eutroius of Melitene, who accepted him with love. 
Seeing his good conduct, the bishop soon made him a Reader. 
 Saint Euthymius later became a monk and was ordained to 
the holy priesthood. At the same time, he was entrusted with the 
supervision of all the city monasteries. Saint Euthymius often visited 
the monastery of Saint Polyeuctus, and during Great Lent he with-
drew into the wilderness. His responsibility for the monasteries 
weighed heavily upon the ascetic, and conflicted with his desire for 
stillness, so he secretly left the city and headed to Jerusalem. After 
venerating the holy shrines, he visited the Fathers in the desert. 
 Since there was a solitary cell in the Tharan lavra, he set-
tled into it, earning his living by weaving baskets. Nearby, his 
neighbor Saint Theoctistus (September 3) also lived in asceticism. 
They shared the same zeal for God and for spiritual struggles, and 
each strove to attain what the other desired. They had such love for 
one another that they seemed to share one soul and one will. 
 Every year, after the Feast of Theophany, they withdrew 
into the desert of Coutila (not far from Jericho). One day, they 
entered a steep and terrifying gorge with a stream running through 
it. They saw a cave upon a cliff, and settled there. The Lord, how-
ever, soon revealed their solitary place for the benefit of many peo-
ple. Shepherds driving their flocks came upon the cave and saw the 
monks. They went back to the village and told people about the 
ascetics living there. 
 People seeking spiritual benefit began to visit the hermits 
and brought them food. Gradually, a monastic community grew up 
around them. Several monks came from the Tharan monastery, 
among them Marinus and Luke. Saint Euthymius entrusted the su-
pervision of the growing monastery to his friend Theoctistus. 
 Saint Euthymius exhorted the brethren to guard their 
thoughts. “Whoever desires to lead the monastic life should not 
follow his own will. He should be obedient and humble, and be 
mindful of the hour of death. He should fear the judgment and eter-
nal fire, and seek the heavenly Kingdom.” 
 The saint taught young monks to fix their thoughts on God 
while engaging in physical labor. “If laymen work in order to feed 
themselves and their families, and to give alms and offer sacrifice to 

God, then are not we as monks obliged to work to sustain our-
selves and to avoid idleness? We should not depend on strangers.” 
 The saint demanded that the monks keep silence in church 
during services and at meals. When he saw young monks fasting 
more than others, he told them to cut off their own will, and to 
follow the appointed rule and times for fasting. He urged them not 
to attract attention to their fasting, but to eat in moderation. 
 In these years Saint Euthymius converted and baptized 
many Arabs. Among them were the Saracen leaders Aspebet and 
his son Terebon, both of whom Saint Euthymius healed of sickness. 
Aspebet received the name Peter in Baptism and afterwards he was 
a bishop among the Arabs. 
 Word of the miracles performed by Saint Euthymius spread 
quickly. People came from everywhere to be healed of their ail-
ments, and he cured them. Unable to bear human fame and glory, 
the monk secretly left the monastery, taking only his closest disciple 
Dometian with him. He withdrew into the Rouba desert and settled 
on Mt. Marda, near the Dead Sea. 
 In his quest for solitude, the saint explored the wilderness 
of Ziph and settled in the cave where David once hid from King 
Saul. Saint Euthymius founded a monastery beside David’s cave, 
and built a church. During this time Saint Euthymius converted many 
monks from the Manichean heresy, he also healed the sick and cast 
out devils. 
 Visitors disturbed the tranquillity of the wilderness. Since 
he loved silence, the saint decided to return to the monastery of 
Saint Theoctistus. Along the way they found a quiet level place on 
a hill, and he remained there. This would become the site of Saint 
Euthymius’ lavra, and a little cave served as his cell, and then as his 
grave. 
 Saint Theoctistus went with his brethren to Saint Euthymius 
and requested him to return to the monastery, but the monk did not 
agree to this. However, he did promise to attend Sunday services 
at the monastery. 
 Saint Euthymius did not wish to have anyone nearby, nor 
to organize a cenobium or a lavra. The Lord commanded him in a 
vision not to drive away those who came to him for the salvation of 
their souls. After some time brethren again gathered around him, 
and he organized a lavra, on the pattern of the Tharan Lavra. In the 
year 429, when Saint Euthymius was fifty-two years old, Patriarch 
Juvenal of Jerusalem consecrated the lavra church and supplied it 
with presbyters and deacons. 
 The lavra was poor at first, but the saint believed that 
God would provide for His servants. Once, about 400 Armenians 
on their way to the Jordan came to the lavra. Seeing this, Saint 
Euthymius called the steward and ordered him to feed the pilgrims. 
The steward said that there was not enough food in the monastery. 
Saint Euthymius, however, insisted. Going to the storeroom where 
the bread was kept, the steward found a large quantity of bread, 

Venerable Euthymius the Great (January 20) 



and the wine casks and oil jars were also filled. The pilgrims ate their 
fill, and for three months afterwards the door of the storeroom could 
not be shut because of the abundace of bread. The food remained 
undiminished, just like the widow of Zarephath’s barrel of meal and 
cruse of oil (1/3 Kings 17:8-16). 
 Once, the monk Auxentius refused to carry out his assigned 
obedience. Despite the fact that Saint Euthymius summoned him and 
urged him to comply, he remained obstinate. The saint then shouted 
loudly, “You will be rewarded for your insubordination.” A demon 
seized Auxentius and threw him to the ground. The brethren asked 
Abba Euthymius to help him, and then the saint healed the unfortu-
nate one, who came to himself, asked forgiveness and promised to 
correct himself. “Obedience,” said Saint Euthymius, “is a great vir-
tue. The Lord loves obedience more than sacrifice, but disobedience 
leads to death.” 
 Two of the brethren became overwhelmed by the austere 
life in the monastery of Saint Euthymius, and they resolved to flee. 
Saint Euthymius saw in a vision that they would be ensnared by the 
devil. He summoned them and admonished them to abandon their 
destructive intention. He said, “We must never admit evil thoughts 
that fill us with sorrow and hatred for the place in which we live, and 
suggest that we go somewhere else. If someone tries to do something 
good in the place where he lives but fails to complete it, he should 
not think that he will accomplish it elsewhere. It is not the place that 
produces success, but faith and a firm will. A tree which is often 
transplanted does not bear fruit.” 
 In the year 431, the Third Ecumenical Council was con-
vened in Ephesus to combat the Nestorian heresy. Saint Euthymius 
rejoiced over the affirmation of Orthodoxy, but was grieved about 
Archbishop John of Antioch who defended Nestorius. 
 In the year 451 the Fourth Ecumenical Council met in 
Chalcedon to condemn the heresy of Dioscorus who, in contrast to 
Nestorius, asserted that in the Lord Jesus Christ there is only one 
nature, the divine (thus the heresy was called Monophysite). He 
taught that in the Incarnation, Christ’s human nature is swallowed up 
by the divine nature. 
 Saint Euthymius accepted the decisions of the Council of 
Chalcedon and he acknowledged it as Orthodox. News of this 
spread quickly among the monks and hermits. Many of them, who 
had previously believed wrongly, accepted the decisions of the 
Council of Chalcedon because of the example of Saint Euthymius. 
 Because of his ascetic life and firm confession of the Ortho-
dox Faith, Saint Euthymius is called “the Great.” Wearied by con-
tact with the world, the holy abba went for a time into the inner 
desert. After his return to the lavra some of the brethren saw that 
when he celebrated the Divine Liturgy, fire descended from Heaven 
and encircled the saint. Saint Euthymius himself revealed to several of 
the monks that often he saw an angel celebrating the Holy Liturgy 
with him. The saint had the gift of clairvoyance, and he could discern 
a person’s thoughts and spiritual state from his outward appearance. 
When the monks received the Holy Mysteries, the saint knew who 
approached worthily, and who received unworthily. 

 When Saint Euthymius was 82 years old, the young Sava 
(the future Saint Sava the Sanctified, December 5), came to his 
lavra. The Elder received him with love and sent him to the monas-
tery of Saint Theoctistus. He foretold that Saint Sava would outshine 
all his other disciples in virtue. 
 When the saint was ninety years of age, his companion and 
fellow monk Theoctistus became grievously ill. Saint Euthymius went 
to visit his friend and remained at the monastery for several days. He 
took leave of him and was present at his end. After burying his body 
in a grave, he returned to the lavra. 
 God revealed to Saint Euthymius the time of his death. On 
the eve of the Feast of Saint Anthony the Great (January 17) Saint 
Euthymius gave the blessing to serve the all-night Vigil. When the 
service ended, he took the priests aside and told them that he would 
never serve another Vigil with them, because the Lord was calling 
him from this earthly life. 
 All were filled with great sadness, but the saint asked the 
brethren to meet him in church in the morning. He began to instruct 
them, “If you love me, keep my commandments (John 14:15). 
Love is the highest virtue, and the bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14). 
Every virtue is made secure by love and humility. The Lord humbled 
Himself because of His Love for us and became man. Therefore, we 
ought to praise Him unceasingly, especially since we monks have 
escaped worldly distractions and concerns.” 
 “Look to yourselves, and preserve your souls and bodies in 
purity. Do not fail to attend the church services, and keep the tradi-
tions and rules of our community. If one of the brethren struggles 
with unclean thoughts, correct, console, and instruct him, so that he 
does not fall into the devil’s snares. Never refuse hospitality to visi-
tors. Offer a bed to every stranger. Give whatever you can to help 
the poor in their misfortune.” 
 Afterwards, having given instructions for the guidance of the 
brethren, the saint promised always to remain in spirit with them and 
with those who followed them in his monastery. Saint Euthymius then 
dismissed everyone but his disciple Dometian. He remained in the 
altar for three days, then died on January 20, 473 at the age of 
ninety-seven. 
 A multitude of monks from all the monasteries and from the 
desert came to the lavra for the holy abba’s burial, among whom was 
Saint Gerasimus. The Patriarch Anastasius also came with his clergy, 
as well as the Nitrian monks Martyrius and Elias, who later became 
Patriarchs of Jerusalem, as Saint Euthymius had foretold. 
 Dometian remained by the grave of his Elder for six days. 
On the seventh day, he saw the holy abba in glory, beckoning to his 
disciple. “Come, my child, the Lord Jesus Christ wants you to be 
with me.” 
 After telling the brethren about the vision, Dometian went 
to church and joyfully surrendered his soul to God. He was buried 
beside Saint Euthymius. The relics of Saint Euthymius remained at his 
monastery in Palestine. 

Source: https://oca.org 



 Saint Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantin-
ople, a great Father and teacher of the Church, was born into a 
Christian family of eminent lineage in the year 329, at Arianzos 
(not far from the city of Cappadocian Nazianzos). His father, also 
named Gregory (January 1), was Bishop of Nazianzus. The son is 
the Saint Gregory Nazianzus encountered in Patristic theology. His 
pious mother, Saint Nonna (August 5), prayed to God for a son, 
vowing to dedicate him to the Lord. Her prayer was answered, and 
she named her child Gregory. 
 

 When the child learned to read, his mother presented him 
with the Holy Scripture. Saint Gregory received a complete and 
extensive education: after working at home with his uncle Saint Am-
philochius (November 23), an experienced teacher of rhetoric, he 
then studied in the schools of Nazianzos, Caesarea in Cappadocia, 
and Alexandria. Then the saint decided to go to Athens to com-
plete his education. 
 

 On the way from Alexandria to Greece, a terrible storm 
raged for many days. Saint Gregory, who was just a catechumen at 
that time, feared that he would perish in the sea before being 
cleansed in the waters of Baptism. Saint Gregory lay in the ship’s 
stern for twenty days, beseeching the merciful God for salvation. 
He vowed to dedicate himself to God, and was saved when he 
invoked the name of the Lord. 
 

 Saint Gregory spent six years in Athens studying rhetoric, 
poetry, geometry, and astronomy. His teachers were the renowned 
pagan rhetoricians Gymorias and Proeresias. Saint Basil, the future 
Archbishop of Caesarea (January 1) also studied in Athens with 
Saint Gregory. They were such close friends that they seemed to be 
one soul in two bodies. Julian, the future emperor (361-363) 
and apostate from the Christian Faith, was studying philosophy in 
Athens at the same time. 
 

 Upon completing his education, Saint Gregory remained 
for a certain while at Athens as a teacher of rhetoric. He was also 
familiar with pagan philosophy and literature. 
 

 In 358 Saint Gregory quietly left Athens and returned to 
his parents at Nazianzus. At thirty-three years of age, he received 
Baptism from his father, who had been appointed Bishop of Na-
zianzus. Against his will, Saint Gregory was ordained to the holy 
priesthood by his father. However, when the elder Gregory wished 
to make him a bishop, he fled to join his friend Basil in Pontus. 
Saint Basil had organized a monastery in Pontus and had written to 
Gregory inviting him to come. 
 

 Saint Gregory remained with Saint Basil for several years. 
When his brother Saint Caesarius (March 9) died, he returned 
home to help his father administer his diocese. The local church was 
also in turmoil because of the Arian heresy. Saint Gregory had the 
difficult task of reconciling the bishop with his flock, who con-

demned their pastor for signing an ambiguous interpretation of the 
dogmas of the faith. 
 

 Saint Gregory convinced his father of the pernicious nature 
of Arianism, and strengthened him in Christianity. At this time, 
Bishop Anthimus, who pretended to be Christian but was really a 
heretic, became Metropolitan of Tyana. Saint Basil had been con-
secrated as the Archbishop of Caesarea, Cappadocia. Anthimus 
wished to separate from Saint Basil and to divide the province of 
Cappadocia. 
 

 Saint Basil the Great made Saint Gregory bishop of the 
city of Sasima, a small town between Caesarea and Tyana. How-
ever, Saint Gregory remained at Nazianzos in order to assist his 
dying father, and he guided the flock of this city for a while after 
the death of his father in 374. 
 

 Upon the death of Patriarch Valentus of Constantinople in 
the year 378, a council of bishops invited Saint Gregory to help 
the Church of Constantinople, which at this time was ravaged by 
heretics. Obtaining the consent of Saint Basil the Great, Saint 
Gregory came to Constantinople to combat heresy. In the year 
379 he began to serve and preach in a small church called 
“Anastasis” (“Resurrection”). Like David fighting the Philistines 
with a sling, Saint Gregory battled against impossible odds to de-
feat false doctrine. 
 

 Heretics were in the majority in the capital: Arians, Mace-
donians, and Appolinarians. The more he preached, the more did 
the number of heretics decrease, and the number of the Christians 
increased. On the night of Pascha (April 21, 379) when Saint 
Gregory was baptizing catechumens, a mob of armed heretics burst 
into the church and cast stones at the Christians, killing one bishop 
and wounding Saint Gregory. But the fortitude and mildness of the 
saint were his armor, and his words converted many to the Christian 
Church. 
 

 Saint Gregory’s literary works (orations, letters, poems) 
show him as a worthy preacher of the truth of Christ. He had a 
literary gift, and the saint sought to offer his talent to God the 
Word: “I offer this gift to my God, I dedicate this gift to Him. 
Only this remains to me as my treasure. I gave up everything else at 
the command of the Spirit. I gave all that I had to obtain the pearl 
of great price. Only in words do I master it, as a servant of the 
Word. I would never intentionally wish to disdain this wealth. I 
esteem it, I set value by it, I am comforted by it more than others 
are comforted by all the treasures of the world. It is the companion 
of all my life, a good counselor and converser; a guide on the way 
to Heaven and a fervent co-ascetic.” In order to preach the Word 
of God properly, the saint carefully prepared and revised his works. 
 

 In five sermons, or “Theological Orations,” Saint Gregory 
first of all defines the characteristics of a theologian, and who may  

St. Gregory the Theologian (January 25) 



theologize. Only those who are experienced can properly reason 
about God, those who are successful at contemplation and, most 
importantly, who are pure in soul and body, and utterly selfless. To 
reason about God properly is possible only for one who enters into 
it with fervor and reverence. 
 

 Explaining that God has concealed His Essence from man-
kind, Saint Gregory demonstrates that it is impossible for those in 
the flesh to view mental objects without a mixture of the corporeal. 
Talking about God in a positive sense is possible only when we 
become free from the external impressions of things and from their 
effects, when our guide, the mind, does not adhere to impure tran-
sitory images. Answering the Eunomians, who would presume to 
grasp God’s Essence through logical speculation, the saint declared 
that man perceives God when the mind and reason become godlike 
and divine, i.e. when the image ascends to its Archetype. (Or. 
28:17). Furthermore, the example of the Old Testament patriarchs 
and prophets and also the Apostles has demonstrated, that the 
Essence of God is incomprehensible for mortal man. Saint Gregory 
cited the futile sophistry of Eunomios: “God begat the Son either 
through His will, or contrary to will. If He begat contrary to will, 
then He underwent constraint. If by His will, then the Son is the 
Son of His intent.” 
 

 Confuting such reasoning, Saint Gregory points out the 
harm it does to man: “You yourself, who speak so thoughtlessly, 
were you begotten voluntarily or involuntarily by your father? If 
involuntarily, then your father was under the sway of some tyrant. 
Who? You can hardly say it was nature, for nature is tolerant of 
chastity. If it was voluntarily, then by a few syllables you deprive 
yourself of your father, for thus you are shown to be the son of 
Will, and not of your father” (Or. 29:6). 
 

 Saint Gregory then turns to Holy Scripture, with particular 
attention examining a place where it points out the Divine Nature 
of the Son of God. Saint Gregory’s interpretations of Holy Scrip-
ture are devoted to revealing that the divine power of the Savior 
was actualized even when He assumed an impaired human nature 
for the salvation of mankind. 
 

 The first of Saint Gregory’s Five Theological Orations is 
devoted to arguments against the Eunomians for their blasphemy of 
the Holy Spirit. Closely examining everything that is said in the 
Gospel about the Third Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the saint 
refutes the heresy of Eunomios, which rejected the divinity of the 
Holy Spirit. He comes to two fundamental conclusions. First, in 
reading Holy Scripture, it is necessary to reject blind literalism and 
to try and understand its spiritual sense. Second, in the Old Testa-
ment the Holy Spirit operated in a hidden way. “Now the Spirit 
Himself dwells among us and makes the manifestation of Himself 
more certain. It was not safe, as long as they did not acknowledge 
the divinity of the Father, to proclaim openly that of the Son; and 
as long as the divinity of the Son was not accepted, they could 
not, to express it somewhat boldly, impose on us the burden of the 

Holy Spirit” (Or. 31:26). 
 

 The divinity of the Holy Spirit is a sublime subject. “Look 
at these facts: Christ is born, the Holy Spirit is His Forerunner. 
Christ is baptized, the Spirit bears witness to this... Christ works 
miracles, the Spirit accompanies them. Christ ascends, the Spirit 
takes His place. What great things are there in the idea of God 
which are not in His power? What titles appertaining to God do 
not apply also to Him, except for Unbegotten and Begotten? I 
tremble when I think of such an abundance of titles, and how many 
Names they blaspheme, those who revolt against the Spirit!” (Or. 
31:29). 
 

 The Orations of Saint Gregory are not limited only to this 
topic. He also wrote Panegyrics on Saints, Festal Orations, two 
invectives against Julian the Apostate, “two pillars, on which the 
impiety of Julian is indelibly written for posterity,” and various ora-
tions on other topics. In all, forty-five of Saint Gregory’s orations 
have been preserved. 
 

 The letters of the saint compare favorably with his best 
theological works. All of them are clear, yet concise. In his poems 
as in all things, Saint Gregory focused on Christ. “If the lengthy 
tracts of the heretics are new Psalters at variance with David, and 
the pretty verses they honor are like a third testament, then we also 
shall sing Psalms, and begin to write much and compose poetic me-
ters,” said the saint. Of his poetic gift the saint wrote: “I am an 
organ of the Lord, and sweetly... do I glorify the King, all atremble 
before Him.” 
 

 The fame of the Christian preacher spread through East and 
West. But the saint lived in the capital as though he still lived in the 
wilderness: “his food was food of the wilderness; his clothing was 
whatever necessary. He made visitations without pretense, and 
though in proximity of the court, he sought nothing from the court.” 
 

 The saint received a shock when he was ill. One whom he 
considered as his friend, the philosopher Maximus, was consecrated 
at Constantinople in Saint Gregory’s place. Struck by the ingrati-
tude of Maximus, the saint decided to resign the cathedra, but his 
faithful flock restrained him from it. The people threw the usurper 
out of the city. On November 24, 380 the holy emperor Theo-
dosius arrived in the capital and, in enforcing his decree against the 
heretics, the main church was returned to the Christians, with Saint 
Gregory making a solemn entrance. An attempt on the life of Saint 
Gregory was planned, but instead the assassin appeared before the 
saint with tears of repentance. 
 

 At the Second Ecumenical Council in 381, Saint Gregory 
was chosen as Patriarch of Constantinople. After the death of Patri-
arch Meletius of Antioch, Saint Gregory presided at the Council. 
Hoping to reconcile the West with the East, he offered to recog-
nize Paulinus as Patriarch of Antioch. 
 

 Those who had acted against Saint Gregory on behalf of 
Maximus, particularly Egyptian and Macedonian bishops, arrived  



late for the Council. They did not want to acknowledge the saint as 
Patriarch of Constantinople, since he was elected in their absence. 
 

 Saint Gregory decided to resign his office for the sake of 
peace in the Church: “Let me be as the Prophet Jonah! I was re-
sponsible for the storm, but I would sacrifice myself for the salvation 
of the ship. Seize me and throw me... I was not happy when I as-
cended the throne, and gladly would I descend it.” 
 

 After telling the emperor of his desire to quit the capital, 
Saint Gregory appeared again at the Council to deliver a farewell 
address (Or. 42) asking to be allowed to depart in peace. 
 

 Upon his return to his native region, Saint Gregory turned 
his attention to the incursion of Appolinarian heretics into the flock 
of Nazianzus, and he established the pious Eulalius there as bishop, 
while he himself withdrew into the solitude of Arianzos so dear to 
his heart. The saint, zealous for the truth of Christ, continued to 
affirm Christianity through his letters and poems, while remaining in 
the wilderness. He died on January 25, 389, and is honored with 
the title “Theologian,” also given to the holy Apostle and Evangel-
ist John. 
 

 In his works Saint Gregory, like that other Theologian Saint 
John, directs everything toward the Pre-eternal Word. Saint John 
of Damascus (December 4), in the first part of his book AN EX-
ACT EXPOSITION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, followed 
the lead of Saint Gregory the Theologian. 
 

 Saint Gregory was buried at Nazianzos. In the year 950, 
his holy relics were transferred to Constantinople into the church of 
the Holy Apostles. Later on, a portion of his relics was transferred 
to Rome. 
 

 In appearance, the saint was of medium height and some-
what pale. He had thick eyebrows, and a short beard. His contem-
poraries already called the archpastor a saint. The Christian Church, 
honors Saint Gregory as a second Theologian and insightful writer 
on the Holy Trinity. 
 

 “O glorious Father Gregory, Your knowledge has over-
come the pride of false wisdom. The church is clothed with your 
teaching as a robe of righteousness. We your children celebrate 
your memory crying out: Rejoice, O father of unsurpassable wis-
dom!” [Kontakion].                                  Source: https://oca.org 

Sunday Socials   

We would like to thank John and Arnie Fromel at St. Anne and 
those at Holy Trinity for sponsoring their respective Sunday Socials. 

Blessing of Homes 

If parishioners would like Fr. Lubomyr to bless his or her home  
between January 6th and February 2, 2020, please call the  

parish office or Fr. Lubomyr direct to schedule an appointment. 

St. Anne Church Decorations 

Christmas decorations will be taken down following today’s  
Divine Liturgy. Please stay behind to volunteer if you can. 



Remember Our Parishes and Eparchy in your Will  

In this time of giving, please remember: The Church is like a mother  

to you in life, providing for your spiritual needs. Please remember  

Holy Trinity Church, St. Anne Church, and the  

St. Josaphat Eparchy in your last Will and Testament. 

St. Anne Miscellaneous Financials  

Kirk Rd. Rent (Jan): $800.00 

Holy Trinity Financials for the Week Ending Jan 12, 2020 

Candle: $ 61.00 St. Anne Reimb.: $ 2,342.53 

Sunday Offering: $ 565.00 Theophany: $ 20.00 

Dues: $ 175.00 Sunday Social: $ 20.00 

Diocesan: $ 65.00 50/50: $ 5.00 

Donation: $ 15.00 Deposit: $ 3,333.53 

Christmas: $ 25.00 Jan 50/50: $ 20.00 

Initial Offering: $ 40.00 Attendance: 48 

Holy Trinity Pyrohy and Baking News and Notes 
 

Baked Pyrohy are back!!! 
 

 On Saturday, February 1st, volunteers will be pinching the 
baked version of the treats so mark that date down on your calendars 
to help and also partake! 
 Limited orders are being taken, so there is a limit of 5 dozen 
per order. The worker price is $5/dozen (with 5 dozen limit).  
Outside orders are $7/dozen. 
 Potato ball production will start at 7:00am and pinching 
starts at 8:30am. We should be done well before noon. 
 

Call 330-539-4730 or see Marlene Antonchak  
for placing your orders ASAP.  

 

Easter Kolachi and Easter Bread 
 

Mark your calendars for March 21st for Easter kolachi  
baking and April 4th for Easter bread baking. 

 

Orders will be taken starting in mid-February. 


